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IEMOIRS OF THE VALLEJOS

New 1llght on the hlstory, before and after "the Gringo" came, basedd on
original documents and the recollections of Dr. Platon M. G. Vallejo.

}.rmngaﬂ for Publication by Jamos H. Wilkins
Long before the accuisition of California by the Unlted States, stories were

told on the Atlantlc seaboard of our contlnent und ia England, by amsa captains and
travelere, of a young Californian, commander of Lhe Presidic of San Franclsce, who
charmed all comera at onee Ly his hospitality and grace of mannar; who, in a land whers
the opportunities of learring wers few, spoke Indifferently £nglish, French and Span-
ish; wino guoted Cervantes, Shakespeare, Yoltaire and Horace. Hisname found its way
into various books, bafore the gold discovery and. the vast migratlion that followed it.
lifs name was kariane Guadalupe Vallejo. Ho was a direct lineal descendant of
a noble family of old Castile, assoclated from the Inception with the history of the
ow World. It was Admiral Ignacio Vallejo who, at the Eing's command, brought back
Colubbus to Spain, a prisoner. %t was tke admiral's brother, feiro Vallejo, com-
panion of Cortez, the comgueror, who afier wards bedame Viceroy of New Spain which
inecluded not only Kexleco, but also tha two Californins and the dmmense, indefinite
territory to the wostward. <4t wns Alomzo Vallejo, the great-grest-grandson of the
Viceroy, who jJoinced his ffiend, Don Gaspar de Portols, to go with Father Junipero
Serra on that evor memorable expeditiom to the unimown land of Alta Californim. And
it was the same Alonzo, who, late in lifc, became the father of dariano Guadalupe
vallejo. !
Thus he came from tho best strain of the old world and from & race of the
trusst plonesrs.

The young man, born In Monterey, wia aducated at the Kission and recelved fur-
ther instrdcticn from a secretary of the Governor. He had almoet a passicn for learn-
ing. He acquired the French tongue from a priest, the English from one of the early
sojourners. Books were few and far Letween but he . eufterly bought every volume hrovght
by the trading vessels that had become frecuent visitors to the coast. Ye read eaper~
ly the hlstories of all natlons and general literature and became a polished, well-
informed man, with brsad, expansive views, notwithatanding the meculiar nature of his
anvironmant . LI

In his carly youth he saw mllitary service under the 'flag of Spaln and later
wae commiasiomed general by the War Departmont of the Republie of Vexlieo.

In the stormy twenty-flve years when California was a province of the Lexlean
ftepublic there was almost continual friction between the colony and the central govern=
merit, Those who followed Father Junipero Serra and those who arrived in tho ensulng
fiftesn or twenty yemrs were of pure Castilian blood. This straln remained larpely J
predominant up to the time of the Amerlcan occupatlon. Botwoen the high bred Callf- fi
srnians and the mixed ypopulatlion of Mexico, bLeset with rovolutlons, that seemad to
Fuzbold: to presage a return io savapery, there was littls in common. Llors than once
the frictiom took the form of overt acta. Moroe than onece, dexico sent povernors to o
Callfornia, who were unamcceptable and were promptly sent back. At other times the
lUpxican authority was succassfully attacked. So the country was largely under home
rule--nominally coverned by lMexleo, but really doing very much as it plansed.

But Californians were alive to the fact that such u condition of things could
not go on forever. In spite of many drawbscks the country was growing end attract- i
ing the notice of farseelng statesmen. It had already & conalderable forelen commerce |
ind the granter possibilities wars easily recomized. Zexien, rent with internnl L
stirife, with a navy worthy of the name, was impotent to defend its dlstant nrovinces T



from forelgn selrzure. Therefore, 1t became evident to clear thlnking Californians
that it was wise to forestall 8 posslible conguest by voluntery amnexation to some

formidable meritimo power.
For thie purpooe & meeting was held at Momteray Just 'nuﬂ'arﬂ the Lexlcan War,

to econsidor the probdem. Most Californians pressat favered an alllance with England,
two or three adveooated Hupsia, while General Vallejo apoke eloquently in favor of
union with the United States.

What speedily followed is a part of history. With the change of government,
the discovery of gold and the vast influx of population from the othor side of the
continent, Gemsral Vallejo, fhae graat land owner, at once became a figure of promen-
enee and noted for his constant friendship for the American people. His estates were
the center of hospltality on a vnst scala. Ho donated a large tract of land to the
United States Covernment, whers the fedoral arsenal was looated. He deeded other
tracts for publie purposes and atill more to friends, not always deserving. And hs
was always & kindly mediator in the asparities that arose between the nawcomora and
thoso of his own roce, embittered by an only teo-wall founded sonso of wWrongs.

In 1863 Gemaral Yallejo viaited Washington and Mew York where ha found that
kia fame had preceded him. He wne duly lionlrzed and among other thihgs, charmad
Presidont Lincoln, who became his intimate friend. In California, his popularity wns
unvoundad. In his later daye, no larfe gathering of native sons was completa with-
cut his presence. )

Having lived a subject of three nations--Spain, aexico and the United Statea--
neting larpely a man's part in the affairs of each-=he was a vast repository of Wnow=-
ladgas concerning all the oearly history of the State. Iany writers sought him to
sattla disputed guestlions, bwt unhappily his entlire atory has never beon told. A

whola unpublished llbrary perlshed with him.

One of hie surviving somo is Dr. Platon M. G. Vallojo. Dr. Vallejo was sent
Ly his father to be educated In the Eastern Sgates, is an alumnus of Columbia College
modical department, whare he won tha faculty vrize in his class, ang has besn for
firty-rive yoars o practicing physician- Thils well on, he is by no means “e:richken"
in yoars, but a very fine spocimen of physical conserviation and youthful spirite.

Dr. YallajJo has no small stock of anclent memorles of hisown, for hle recolloe-
tions go back to A period far beyond the pold discovery to the grand old days of
tatriarchal Callfornin. Among other things he is doubtless the only living man able
to apoak the language of the powarful tribe of Suvsun Indiane, now totally extinet,
wh'eh ho learned in hia boyhood and has ever eince retalned. This should be a thing
of gront ethnologplcal interost.

But apart from that, Lr. Yallajc is in a measure his fathor's llterary legntes.
He Beard from his own lips the story of his life, has many old documents and memorandn
pertalning to early events, many of which are of deep publie Interest and throw an
ontirely now light onm history. All of which the doctor hes kindly placed at the dia-
posal of the Bullatin and lts roadars. Por the sako of contimalty, the gontloman
=111 tell his own atory, differinf only In arrangement. from the orlijinal narration.
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CHAPTER 1

This chepter contains the blithesoms narrative of an exploration trip around
san Francisco bay made about 1630 by Lieutenant (afterwards Ceneral] Tallejo; shows
how he met & Cocasul and how Los Osoe roamed tho wild that was to bocome Oakland;
also is given the sprightly tale of tho farkinos in the Straits, tho Devil in the
rountain end hhe iaro on the Ialand.

Where a story has neither a loginning nor an ending, sald Dre vallejo, it las
not easy to kmow where to commence. Yerhaps, to bre~ik ground, a brlef retrospoct
in in order. A

As you ¥mowy the line of Missions in California extended northward from San
riogo, almost always within sight of the sea. For neerly half a century this line
halted at the Migsion Dolores. <t was not until 1817 that the Misslion of San
Aafael Archangel was founded and a year aftsr the iission 3t. Francls Jolano at Sonoma.

And in the meanwhile all that great seotion on the east and north shore of the
5af of San Francisco was a terra Incognita. True, the padres from the dission Lolores
had crossod over in boats to the ranchdrias of the wild lndlan tribes--the padres
want everywhera in their soul-saving labors. But, In that reglon, now coverad with
sitios and towns and the home of immense industiras, thore was not a reaident eivilized
man, nor had the country ever baen axplored.

Uy father was born in lonterey in the year 1808. The aetive vutdoor life of
the Californions of his timo joined with tho gencrows climate to promote maturity of
mind and body at en early aje. He entered the little army at 16, llke mostol the
woung moen of ambitiop anc good Tamily: but even tihen he was a fine figure of a man--
what we ¢all a husky--tall, broad shouldered and athletie, with a very frank and
winning face, as old men have told me who kmew hkim in hls early youth. The army of
Californin was not a very great affalr, but it represonted the one iden of law and
oréer==the blg policeman with o beat of 500 miles from San Diego to lolores iilssion.

And belirg in the army was no Joking matter, regardless of what some of our Fistorlans
say. <+t was nemessary to tave authority over the 30,000 neophyte lndians of the algsicma
to say nothing of the far greater number who were toially unelvilized.

As the California “ndians have been clesrepresented In everything else, 8o uleo
their very nurber has been underostimated. Ly fathor told me tiat in his bellaf there
=uat have been 200,000 ssvages around and behind the line of ilssions; endugh to cver-
whelm thom utterly if once arouseéd to howtlle acts. The goodnese of Fathers Serra, Palo.
and thelr fellow workere mada thoir rersons safe onough. 3But thelr property wne oulte
anotker thing. Yhen great herds of nattle, sheep and horaes bapan to cover the valleys
and streteh nto the cpen range, the Indians were in the habit of helping themselves, gu.t
as to any othor thing in nature, without s0 much as snying "Thark you" or "1f you please?
This of coursa, c-uld not be permittec. Yetr to impress on tho native mind an under-
atanding of the distinotion between "mine" and "thine® was a thing that reouired not
alone foree and firmneas, but endless tact sa well.

Thus, 1f what we esll cattle lifting was foing on among the herds pertinent to
n Wdisslion, at once there was rapld comnontration there of troops, both to cvarawe the
isoians by a show of férce and recover the stolen stock. The trick was to do this with-
sut A fristion that might arcuse wholesale tho passicns of the wild tri'we aud bring
them down like & resistless torreat on the handful of white roople. Cowudssloners were
always first seat to the lopal chiefs, soeking peaceiul return of the abducted stock.
This often was successful. 1f n few heads were missing that was easily overlooke:.
4il pagific measuras Jalllng, force was freely.used, but only so far as neadful to
tain the end in view. There novor was indiscriminate mas-acre or rackless waste of
life, such as some of our good historlanes éecacribe. Thas was the wiso rolicy of the
radres, ané without it the stery of the liisaicne wouic have been very brigf.
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still, it can be easily seen that the little army had its hands full. 1 doubt
if any other army evor accomplished =2~ much in the way of keeping order. It was
always on the move from San Dlego to te Mission Dolores, wherever danger threatened,
pften feeling serlous work, undergoing .ardships and exchanging dry blews. In thls
service my father spent what mizht be called hie boyhcod, gnined reputation as a
Lrave, cool=headed soldlier and held the ramk of lieutenant before he was twenty
yaars old.

And it was thus he waoe chosen at thls esrly age to lead an expedition of die-
govery around the eastern shore of the Bay of San Franélsco--through the trackless
wildarness whare Oakland, Alameds, Berkeley, Richmond and other towns snd cities now
stand.

First 1 must explain what prompted the expedition. Alta California was claimed
by Spain by right of discovery. NHer navigators, Cabrillo and Viscaino, had sailed
glong the coast to the forty-second DMérallel, had landed at various places and of
course claimed everything in sight. Then followod a lapse of over a hundred and fifty
yeara Lefore the lMlssion ocame, during which time the shores of Alta Californla were
unvislited. Another fifty years pcesed and not a single Spurnish habltant lived north
of the Bay of San Franclsco. Xow the right of dlscovery can only be maintained if
followed up by uses Otherwise it dles soms time Ly the statute of limitations. Juat
whan it is hard to say. But two hundred yenras might asem enough to soma pecple.
Tkerafors, when the Ruasisna sottled at Fort Ross, on 'the Sonoma coast, they laughed
at the protests of Spaln and her two-century-old —ights of discovery, hltherto unused.
This cool appropriation of what Spain and all Californians deemed their land wes the
cause of indignant feeling toward the Intruder. Beeides, the Russlan was not a welcome
nelghbor in himself. WVhen we saw him we ¥mew why he was called the Bear. He wa
savage, uncseth, morose, very different from the courteous, hospitable light-hearted
Californian, more uncongoenial than the wild Indian. Indeed, he was not a HAussian at
all, execpt in a smll degree of nonasnfuinity, btut a native of ithe Siberian solitudes-
just about s much Russian 2s the inhabitmmts of soms parts of lUsxieo are Spanish.

50 it was to establish our rights of discovery on the firm baals of possassion that
the axpndlition headud by my father was planned--firat of all te explors the unlinown
land and aflerward to plant colonies far to the norths

1t wan in the early summer that my father, at the head of twenty-rive sald
'"adioa" t0 Yonteroy and plunged into the wildrensss. <he rarty kept well to the caat
o7 the pueblo of San Jose, mear the edge of the foothlills, for the vegetation on the
level ground--mostly wild oats and sustard--was so rank that 1t obatructed rrofress
and wide vislon. Xverywhere towards the bay the land atretchod away in rleasing
rroapect, glving evidence of the solil's fecundity, not only in the redundant growth
of wild graln, but amlso in the stately trees that gave the plaln a park-like appearance.
water soemdd everywhere plentiful. Great herds of elk, antolope and ceer socemed
careloas o7 the near approach of man: only the grent surly grizzly bears werse at times
inclined to dispute his progress. Indeed, the young llieutenant wos very busy taicing
notes of what he saw and making sketches. And mbst did he remark in this reglon, the
valley that we now call ¥ylea, with lta flne stream of sweet water, not then carrisd
undar the bay in irom malns, and the repion around the rresent Eaywords. Two of thres
tays they camped near what is now Scventh and Broadway, Oakland, for purposesa of explora=-
tion. ¥ere they were much annoyed at night by grizsly bears. 1t was only by maintain-
ing large fires iiat they were prevented from making themselves very mach at homs.

I have taiken this Journey with my father so ofton Iln conversatlon that often 1
fall into the error of thinking 1 was there myself.

Proceeding northward, he discoverod Berkeley, Richmond and the fertile land of
fan Pablo. Here a derleted commissary enforced a halt. Tho expeditlon was expected to
obtaln fresh supplies At Lthe Sonoma or San Rafael Mismslon, but whether the origimal
rrevisions were Insufflelent or whether the fine climate and outdoor services sharpenad

*he appetites, certain it is that the party found themselves eaten out, all but a lityy
e
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rpincle,” & very nourishing preparation of corn. 3Some time it may shine as a breokfast-
fopds So the expedition halted on a cape that jutted far inte the bay while the car-
Enﬁarn went back for supplies to the pueblo of San Jose. I mentiom this incident for

Urposa.

e As soon aa the cargadors roturned the expedition was again In mm.inn. Soon the
hills began to approach the waters' edge on elther slde and the bay narrowed to the
gppearance of a broad river. Rlding along the margin, with thu cutgoing tide, the
sxplorers noticed great guantities of little craba.

How wore they to eross this barrlerl They passed where Port Costa atands, but
elagi: thero was no larpest ferry boat in the world to help them over. They followad
the stroam to whera it broandened into a loke or bay. Then from the hilltop they could
so8 where the river bifuratss, wlth branches stretching norti and south. Far ond wide
oxtonded a wilde:mess of tall reeds. Lany Indians were in the neighborheood, with whom
Lthe Spanlards wore able to converse. They told my father, that the only place to
eross waa lower down, whera the banks were bluff.

Riding scrcoes the country nenr the mresent towm of Concord, the party was suddenly

confronted by a Cocasul.

Eere 1 must digress im explanstion. Your fly-by-night historian, among other things
kas described the Colifornia Indian as absolutely without religiom or the ldea of diety.
On the contrary, he had & theism oulite well worker out, recofmiring among other thinge
the iden of unseen forces of good and ovil. The Lenoficlont power thay callad " Olal
Bnapltiv=="our God"--the glver of good things, the friend of man. The ainlaster and un-
fortunately more active unasen powor thay called Pul(Poo-1).

How a Cocasul was n sort of human apent for Pul, or at least set ub to be. Fe ralnted
hia fact and body, wore = fantastle head dress of foathers and otherwlsc made himaelf con
rricuous and notable. Le professed to cure paople by compelling them to take the most re
volting decocilons, by n king hideous nolsas and grotcsgua dancing and b y masses of the
kondgs Also, he could bring any number of disasters and kill hils onemlos by wishing their
trath. He was what the Indlan story twoka call o medicine man or & magiclan, Wt what wo
call a faker. The red men have disappenred from Californin, btut not the Cocasuls. I
kave aven enoountered them in my noble profession of madicine.

Well, the, ono of these Coensuls nucdenly appeared in the woy of the explorara, golng
through all kinds of bodily contortions and ordering them out of the country as fast
ng posslbla. My father wae fond of a practical Jeke irn his day and gliving one of the
men & Bagpesticn in Sponish, the Cocasul suddenly found o couple of rlatas around his
tedgy that stranped his arms to his alde ané fpave hlm a sharp socuesre. The magielan
vwas bndly scared, but my father calmed hia feara, gave him several little presents
and he 4t onco bacame frlendly. In truth. thd Coecasul culte ewelled up with prida.

It snld he was an igportant end Influential npent of his mastsy, the devll, who had
a home In the depths of m large mounialn, which he polnted cut. And a0 they rarted

- frionda.

Letermines to cross the rlver or siralts, at all hararda ny futher earofully
Atudied the grouné. laving ne bridies in thoe e days, horses wer: trained to toke the
water easilys Eut a swim of more than hlf a mile In & current evidéently treacherous
iz mot A Jucular undertoking even for brave mon. The spot salecied Tor making the husore-
nrug atlempt was near what is now called ValleJo Junction. Taking advantage of the In-

soming tide, the troopers mado the cross without loss, excopt that o flne mare waa
enzpht in a cross current, swent down stream and apparently drowmad.

The party remaincd several days at a spot near the head of the bay that seemed
A like ly site for & town. Oprosi.co was an laland of mome arem. Ono Gay 6 trooper aaw
an animal moving on the lsland. To hils surprise It preovec to be the mare they had
£iven up for lost. _

The party traversed the beauatiful lspa Valley. Fut their poal was the newly es-
lablisked Liss on bey n@. Ny father often told me that the flrat view of ihe great
Jonema valley from the 'igh dividéing ridge filled him with smotion. 1t was a case of
love at first sight, which bettor soguaintance only deeprned. He kmew all the coast of

valifornia Irom San Liego nerthward, and nowhere, ho thought, was there a scene of
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guch beauty and tha sugpestion of eveorything desirable for manm. And there, In fact,
he wap destined to pass most of the remainder of his days. ' :

They explored the valley northwaord to where it closes into a ecanyon, and south-
ward past the Mission of San. Rafgel to the Straits of Yulupa (ee-oco-loo-pa), as they
then called the Golden Ggte. Liking not the prospect of & swim mcrces the straits, the
party retraced their steps, recroesed the great stream at the head of the bay and arr-
fvad without Ineldent at LMomterey.

When the young llicutenani returned one might have thought he was what we call now
tha advance agont of a4 rpzl ostate boom. He sald ha hadmadea vislt to paradlse--the
fairest land in all the world. Hething in all Californis was comparable; everything
realy made for divilized man--soil, climate, abundant water, 2 great harbor, oprortunity
for commerce with the worlgd, and for landscapae, of o velrity, a land of pure enchantment.

The lioutentant made a full report to the commandente of Monterey. With the report
wos 4 tracling delimitation or map, tracing roupghly the tepographieal features. The ax-
plorer and his chief ztudliod the map ateentively.

"Here,” snld the lieuignant, indieanting, "we camped several days and were annoyed
Ly bears. L1t isoppositeethe Stralts of Yulupa, and the country ls covered with oaks."

"Buenc,™ said the commandante, and wrote "las Encinas" [the oaks) on the map.
ad he written "Los Asos™ 1t might have been called today "Bearland instead of Oskland.

"On thls tomgue of land projoeling inte the bay" said the lieutenant, "we canmped
whilo the cargadors returned to the Fuuhlu of San Jose for provislons. We had nnthing
to eat but pinola.

"Bueno" sald the Commandante,"wo will enll it Puenta Pinole" (Polnt Pinclet nmi
he wrote the nome on the map.

"Here are the straits,” eaid tha lleutenant, " whero we fo.nd the rmultitude of
little crabe."™ The Commandante tapped hle forehend. He hod some ¥mowledge of the class-
ieal tenpue, of whiok he was very proud. "The Creok word for erab is 'Harkine,'™ he aaid
"Latrechas de los Harkinos" (Straits of Harkinos) he wrote onthe map.

"Here, where 1 have Indicated o mountain, is where the Cocmasul told me the devil
had his abode,” sddd tho lisutonmnt.

"Bueno," sald the Commndante, "it shall be named Lonte Dlable" (Lount Liable) .

"Whero tho stream broadens into a large bay," sald the lieutenant, "we mel many
ingians of a tribe theybealled "Suyasun."

“Buena," said the Commandante, "it shall be Bohin de Suisun™ (Sulsun Bay.)

"Here," snid the léoutenant, "we camped on what seema tho natural sits of o towm."

“Bueno,™ said the Commandante,."we will enll it after wvou 'Unllﬂjn-' That 1s where
the elty of the same namo atands.

"On this islond," sanld the lloutenant, "we found the mare that we thought waa
drownod. ™

Bueno," sald the Commndante and he wrote, "Ilsla de la Yagua™ (lare igland) on
the Lap.

ind stirange to relate, all of these names have endured, parmanent to this day.




CHAPTER 1

This chapter hae to do with cne of the prettiest romances of Alta California.
It.relates how the gallant Liesutentatt Vallejo went dowwn at the first velley fromthe
lovelit eyes of the Senorita Carillo; of the apeed of thelr century-gone woolng in the
sunkiased, flower-lnddn land of the padres; and of the obstacles, ineluding a Cupid on
g burro, with which the lovers had to contend; and, then, of the wedding and sudden
parting, of high honors for the groom and of the bride's petic journey from San Diego
to meet the husband, who had become the king's commandant st the Prasidic of San
Francisco. ;

Man wens not madeto live aslone, maid lr. Vallejo. 1t was & thing of nature that
pne of my father's ardent temper should early fall in love and take a wife. 1t was the
same world-old story, so oftem told but ever new; but in many ways so diffarent from our
madern castoma that 1t will bear narrating,

iy father's military service chanced to laad him to San ITlego. Ho woa atill a boy
in years, but, ln form, & man. The neifkborhood was far different from what Father
Junipero Serra'sa ayes flrat rested on. 1t was planted with gardens, filled wi th the
frowth of the fragrant oranga, the olive, the vine and Lhe fig. As my father, in his
handsoms uniform, wos admiring the pleasant scone, he aaw the face of a benuiiful young
ilrl==the moat beautiful in the wo rld, he thought--poering at him from among the leaves
of o fig treo.

In the Spanlish otlguotta, it is permissible for a ecaballerc, even theugh he bae
a stranger, to express his respectful admiration for any lady he may see and on thls
peenslon my father voleed his sontiments vith not a little vigor and somothing In the
veung £irl's eyos showed that she wns not at all displeasec. Hemade gulek work, you may
le sure, of gaining an introduetion to her family. 1t wne a case of lovo at firat alght.
which deependd with every day's acocualntance. Just as soon ns decorum would rermit,

Lo asked her parents for her hand, which was freely granted, for averyone liked the
voung lleutenant, wiith his winning manners and handsome face.

Thus far overything was what wa call "too easy." But hers the stumbllng blocks
ithat woaet Lhe couras of trus love at once appoarod. The rules of the army abounded in
redg tapes One rogulation provided that before an offlicer mar-led he must firat recelve
rermission feom the war cepartment in the City of Moxieco, which wns more than 2000 miles
from San Dlego.

Alanal in 1827 thare wore neither stemmshlips, nor airships, nor even milroads.

A sailing vessel might not touch at San Diego in a year. To the best my father could
do was to dlspatch & mepsenger on & burro to 2exico Clty with hishumble petltion for a
ermit te btake a wifo.

The mossonger crept down the jenlnsula of Baja Californla at a snall's race to
Lz Pare There he walted for a vessal to transport him to the maliland. Arrived at
-aratlan, he did some more creaping over the grent Slerra dadro> mountalnas: to Inrango,
frim there down the brond tableland to the City of the Lonterumas. Anc theroe, of courne,
tke patlition had to wait ites turn. Put all things must have an ending. At last the
wurriors of tho wor department gravely oonsldored the reguest of Lleulernant Vallejo
nne without diffieulty granted the neceasary "permiso.” Armed with the vreclous 4nau-
fiont, the messengor started on hls homeward Journey.

Can you guess Mow lomg this round jJjournoy lasted? Yearly two years nnc a halsl
Ima; ine the enmotlons of the ardent yvoung couple as they thought of the burro whose lenden
Tieet delayed thelr happiness. Iy fatker, man fashloned , raged like a ¥ild animal in
5 care. LUy future mother, with feminle perception, reslired that with Lis love as a
fifsepmion there was not ouch besldeos in the worlé worth living for and maintalined an
twiward apprarance of cheeffulness, no matter how maich hor hesrt achod.




Sevaral Liman., during thie long engagement, my father mansgoed to vielt San
Diagn But aven then thelr happinees was incomplete. According to the Spanieh
etiopuette, a young couple, even if espoused, never moet except in the presonce of
g vigilant duenna. So thay can only show that good temper for each other with
their eyes. Ly fathor used to tell his inemorata glowing stories of the beauti-
ful nerth and the grand homa he was preparing for her there. In thle she took
little interest. Bhe told him plainly that with him any place, however small,
was large enough, whlle, without him, all ths world wns insufficlent. Yy father
often assured me that he nevar saw & lady so aarnestly in lore.

It is sald that miafortunes come not singly, but in whéle flocke, like snipo.
0n ona of these vislts to Zan Diege my father recolved word of Impendlng danger to a
«“ission. 1t was necessary to start with haste that afternoon for the sd2ne of action.
Sut while he was makin? preparations who Iin the world should stumble inte Zan Dlego
but the laggard messenger on the woary burro, bearing the long awalted "pormiso" from
tho war dopartment. A8 I eald befors, he had been gonmo two years and & half.

Hore was a complication. Ly father wae now free to marry, but duty compolled
him to leave in two hours. And thore wos even another obetacle, seemingly Insurmorat-
able. 1t was the month of Larch--the senson of Lent--when nothing se hilarious ns
marriage was allowec. Ly father waa true son of the church, but on occaslon could
Le very roesclute. Hors he made vhat wo onll a"roar." And the kind padres, who were
very buman and vory tender whon it camo *o young people's heartas, put thelr heods
togothor for A quiet colloguy and decldoc that, while 1L might bLe pecenble, atill
thay would grunt a dispornsatlion. So the marrlsge took place al onece, after all. But
kalf an hour later my father woe in the saddle and gone.

All this tima 1 hkava forgotten to name the ladyy my future mothar. She wos the
Senorita =aria Francesco Folipa Benlela Corillo, descondant of an old Spaniah family.
Anther a long name, but hed it been shortened we must have looked elsewhare for tha
nama of oue of our Californla towns, once the State Capital.

It was alght montha bafore they mot agnin. [y father nnd thon bacome commandante
of the Preslclo of San Franelsco, director of colonization for all terrltory north of
the ilsgsicn lande of Santa Clara, and with unlimited muthority in that reglon. To
this was added later uy the government of lexico the title of general in its arsy.

“he dutles of his offlce were poremptory, 8o he sent hir brother Salvador, with an
asport of twenty troepers, to bring him hies bride.

¥y mother never wearled telling of thia Journoy. The soldlers were all young,
vary siriklng In thelr new unlformes. An emsy-paced Jack, an anlmal then mmuch prieed,
wns asslgned for her to ride. She was soatod on a sort of pllllon, and, instend of
% stirrup hor feet restod om a board suspended along the Jack's side. It wans no more
tiresvme than sitting In a rocklng chalr. One of the agldiers held the bridle, and,
rxcept at night, never relaxed his grasp from 3an Liegs to San  Franecl aco.

When the porty started on the long Journay the lission bells wore ringing and
all the people of 5an Llogo turned out to bld tho brilde godspood and atrow the atreats
with rlowers. 1t wns in the cpring time. All the country was carpeted with flowera
and the soft alr, laden with perfumes Jolned with the proanocet of great hapniness,
ivduoed o sentimentnl mood. The slight of the grand old ocean, with its over recurring
waven, also, has ever boen prone to arouse In the tosoms of young peoplo a certaln
tondoney to thoughts of love. Ly mother told me more than once that all through that
Jearngy of four weeks she was in & state of oxaltatlon. Where the "Camine Heal"
rosaad the high mountaine she wondored at the evor changlng mrospect and the far dis-
tant horizen, understondling for the first time the lmmensity of nature. Sometimoes they
flayed ovar night at the Missions, wolcomod by the kind padres and Joyous chluoba.




Bat more often they camped by some ]limped strenm and in a sylvan bowor she listened
to the music of the ocean until lulled to forpotfulness and sleep by the measured
caden2e of its lordly volce, and in the morning she war awakenod by the birds singing
thelr com wedding march.

It was in fact & fitting prelude to a long life of love and dovotlion on eithar
gida. For more than aixty yeors my parents wera husband and wife. Tiey had slx rfeeny
children, not counting ome that come into the world without life. And, looking back
gver half a century, they could recalllne ineident of their unien that they could

wish otherwisa.
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CHATTER 111

Telle how Licutenant Vallejo was made commandante of the Presldioc of San
srancisco at a time when buccansers yot sniled the seas; conteins an illuminating note
on the origin of the word “greaser"; and includes the story of Sume-yet-ho, chlef of

the 3uysunad.

Ly father wan made commaniante of the Presidi¢ of San Franclseo about the time
he cems of age. To his military dutles was sddoo the civil position of director of
eolonization. For seventeen years he was the supreme power in the northern California
around the bay, including the great countles of Alomada, Contra Coeta, San Joasuln,
sacramento, Yolo, Solano, ¥apa, Sonoma, dendocinoe and =~arin. Land grants, followed
by settlements, were made om .- hls racommandations alone. And lotoer on he was charged
Ly the governments with the secularization of the northern mipeione.

. Even in that carly day there were not a fow vescels calling at the port. The
irade in tallow and in hides;, the principal oxports, was much lesa than at the sou-
thern ports, but the greai convenience of wood and water made it dosirable to visit
sun Francisco to outfit before leaving onthe long homeward vOYagQs:- .

All alonmg the Californis const, from the carllest days, they had sort or her-
chants' exchange lo0okouts watching with long telescopes for sails. Ae 8200n ac one
:ns spled it became at once a [(rave guestiom to dotormine the purposo of the new comer-
¢na it war or peace? The buccansara weras not extinet by any moans in thme times and
then there was always the fear of forelgn invasion. As soon as the watcher could ses
the outline of a ship's hull and make sure that it vas not plerced with gune, he called
put cheerfully, "kanteyero," which meant "greaso trader, or tallow and hlde marchant,
who was always & very welcome puest. For this word the English-speaking visitors
easily coined zu eguivalent--"grenser"--and s all trading voasseln camo to be Ymow by
that name. Soon it was applied as well to the officers and crew of the vessels that
talled from Soston and England to deal in hides anc tallow. The appellation "greaser"
tramme one of grent dignity and honor. To be a "greaser" meant to be A prosperous,
¢c.1 inelined, poaceabls person, & substantial Lrader, a maa of property and all
around good fellow. The lower ranks of Engllsh and Americans boeame chesty at once
when yoa referred to them as “grensers." It is somewhat curious how the use of that
word has been transposed. At all events, that is the history of its origin.

One of my father 's first intontions was Lo send abrond for quile a library of
aplect books &s soon &8 he had a fixed homa. Some of these he etill possesscd, Lwenty
yoars Bfter, at the tims of hie doath. Iis studious hablts were reflected in the namea
of his children. FKe wns rending the words of Platow whem I was bornl So I wes called
ty the Spanish eguivalent, Platcns. He was reading ihe works of Plutsrch when a brothor
vas born. He was mamed Plutarec. My brother Andronico was korn whle my father was
{mmersed in the drama "Titus Andronicus," by the aémirable W. Shapespeare. FEe wos
reading n 1ife of Iepoleon when my Lrother Napoleon Yalleje, was born. And 80 on cown
ihe line. This custom securad for us vary illustrious Christian names.

But it was not watching ships or naming bables that concarned my fakher. It
tas the colonization of the north. He now had o small schooner at his service, which
sade exploratisn much more sipple. The eatuaries were deep and ensily navigable at
nll stages of the tide, so it was the sluplest thing to gain a complete kmowledge of
the country, which alwayes charmed him more ané more. Fe mdde arrangements for settle-
ments by a number of familles. Also he made lucailsns for himsalf ut varicus fointa,
subject to oonfirmatiod by the governor at Lonterey.

But ai onee a vory aeriocus obstacle interfercd. The aborlgines, the wild In-
Liana, had been very friendly with the Spaniards on thelr iours of alacovery and
sxploraticn. But when it eame to make permanent settlemerts in their hunting grounds
and patriarchal terrlitory thal was a very different thing.
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Inhatiting the north and east shores of the Bay of Ban Francleco, and far into
the interieor, was a great Indian tribe, known as the Suysunes, who pave the name to
g bay ond modern town the sole remaining memory of their axistence. Thay formed a
great population, easily forty thousand souls. By far the grentor number inhabited
gonomt, Solano and Yolo, Tt there were aloo many across the Straite of Caroulnesz.,
in San Joaquin sud Contra Costa. Some had visited tho Lissions and Leen baptisad,
without greant profit to themrelves, for they were purely primitive-=just the same ms
when Chrilstopher Columbus salled from Spain. 1 will have more to tell you of these
intiane lpter on.

Tha ehiaf of the Suysunes was a famous ruler called Sum-Yat-Fo in Lha rative ton-
fpue, the words meaning “the Ljghty Arm."™ His name fitted his veraon. I'e was of gl-
fantie stature, standing slx feet seven Inches--without hlsstoekings, for he had none.
n-".ld he was large all over in proportion, with the strength of several mcn. Flsname
by baptism was Francisco Solano, and by that pame he was best Jmown. My father aarly
mda the acouaintance of Sum-Yet-Fo and ho admired the rugped savage. They were friends
il when the c¢hief learnod that the commandante proposed to plent colenies inm his lond,
ko eald, frankly enocugh, that such a thing meant g finish fight.

Well, it elther meant war or an abandonment of all the plans of the Californian:
for maintaining thelr discovery right angainst Russia. By directlen of the povernment, .
ry father gathered an army of more than 200 mom and invaded the terrltory of Solano. The
hestiles forces met in the Susecol wvallay, and there a severa Dattle was foupht. Meny
Imilana were ¥illled and a few Spanlards, but the redmen, with thelr bows and arrows and
srears wara no match for the guna, swords and diselpline of the soléiara.

Solong had Lhe pood sense to know when he way beaton und soupht a confarence with
=y father. The two met, like warrlors, had a long talk, declded that the country wos blg
cnough for both and entered into an alliance and treaty of good wi 11, whlch was naver
troken by olther slde. TUhen colonizatlon Legan soon after, Solano hAnd his varriors were
the bost protectors of the early settlers. For there were very savapre Indians in the
sountains to the north, rer dlfferent from the iractable Suysumes. They woald have cheer-
#:lly murdored the set:lers in tholr beds had not Solanoe and his braves preventad.

The Cormandante alwaya hold Solano, not alone ae an ally, but as a personal friend
nad equals He consultec kim on &1l Lkimgs. The chief was o most welcome guest at his
bnglenda, when he setiled in Somoma. Yo micht be savapo aiill in some thinps, with the
srimitive ideals of wir. &y Tather often told me that he never came In contact with a
“irer matural mind. FEe was a keen, clear-headed thinker, resdlly prasnod new iéeas,
l+arned to spsak Spenish with oase and precislicn and was so ready to debate that few
ernd 0 enpgape with him in o comtoat of wits.

Eo begams a fairly good Christian, but scmatimes the new relig on wax jarred
Piz a bite Ono time, 1 think It was when they were laying out the pusblo of Santa Resa,
i Tarther ordered A military msse. Chere wore preasnt a fow sottlers, thelr wives and
thiléren, perhare a scora or so of Spanish soldlers and Soland with several hundred
incipnae

The military mass in o moet lmpressive ceremomial.’ The men are in fall unlform,

'JLr tholr arms. oOnly, thoy kneel during the solorm offices of the church, for it is
zluays godd that the ¥nee shiould o soma penance. After the ritunl the podre proaches &

*ronne  Re referred to what the gosrel says--that It Is emsler for a camel to rasa through

the awa of A needle than for a riebh man to euior hodvoR.

“Timt means &n impossibility,” sald the priest. "A gamel carmot pass through the
“i¢ of & needle any more than you can pass a bale of hay through a Key-koleé. 1t is vain
tv attempt to soften his aswful warning into a mere figure of sppech. It mezna exactly
“iat it says- The man who turns his thoughts to earthly possesaivns, turns hisheart
from humanity--from God--i 2 his portion ishell.n

Zolano wne un his feetr in an inatmmt, with blasing eyos.

"$hat is this I henrl™ he shoutad. “Deea he say thatyou, =y good friemd, because

¥4 twn some land anc catile, must therefore E0 to hell? Wr¥ do you permitsuch talks

LY
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Ahusrral Out with himlmn '
dy but the Indian did have what we call "his “risk up." It took all my father's
poser to silence him.

A little lataer the commemdante sent for tha priecst.

"Father," he said, "I think your worda wore not wisely chosen. Ye are in the
miost of half-tamed men, with cur women and children. We are safe only bacmuse they
ob'y those who seem to be superior. *t is not well to discredity those in authority.
what you sald just now nearly raised a turmult."

The priest answered gravely: "1t ia tho word of God. 1 can preach nothing
plag."
"Wiry good," sald the commandante. “Go At cnce to your bishop and tell kim to
=ond me & more nprudent priest.®

Dut e¢f thia grew a story that myrfather had shown disrespoct for the church by
surmary dismissal of A priest. Many yeers later I heard Fim relato the Incldent Lo.a
freat prelate of our church.

"Ly dear Ceneral," paig the nealata, "I would have done axactly the same Lhing

mysalf.m .

o -



CHAPTER IV

The story of the Fat-Wins--the "Red Children of the Open"--1g tolé in this
chapter; thelir encounters with the grizzlles and other denlzens of the wild; Lhsir
feapts of clover and the magnificent race they were onthe face of Californie before
Civilizaticon laid 1tz bplighting hadd upon them or Eupenice werse in fashion.

A lie well adhered to seems beltor than the truth, sdid Dr. Vallejo. In that
curious labyrinth of falsohood, called the carly history of California, writtem by many
nuthors, you will read that the natlie races of the Paciflc Comst ammg whom the Jiasion
fathers labored, .sro tho most dograded of oll moenkind. You will reed that theyuere
absolutely without the idea of God, cevil or angel, without any hope of the hsresafter,
without government, without laws; warricrs who tried to scare each other by empty sounds:
funtera whose most ambiilous pame was Lho pophear ond ground acuirrel; filthy, obscure,
fedble-bodied, naked cuteasts, hiding in holem from inciemrnt weather, lower than the
lowest brutes. Pinally, as the last word of reproach, we have ealled them "Digpers"--
ag if wa do not dig oureelves. This story has been handed down from one to another,
until it is new accepted am gosrel truth.

1t ma'ters little to these people what judgront history may poss upon them. Tha
freat tribe of Suysunes, that cnoe inhablted the north bay reglon, long afo becams
tetally extinet. But I lmow and oliserved them in my early boyhood, learned mach of them
from my father and from the firast aettlers, acquired thelir languape, heendthelr lepends
firethand, many of them very beautiful, and am certainly the only man now who can speak
thelr tonfue. So 1 mn going te tell yovu something about the Suysun lngians. Y¢ the
othara, I lmow little oxcent from benrsay.

The Suysunes spoke of thomaalves me “Pat=Win," whilch doos not indicate mt oll &
teitle origin: The mords mean “open poople"--people cf Lthe open--chiddren of Naturae,
If you will. That gives the key to thelr lives and charactem.

in the firat place, they lived with tke seasons. 1n the spring and summer they
gwnrmad around the pleasant places of the bay andonthe banks of watercourses, where the
wasther was pleasant and food abundant. Thore they dwelt without shelter, oxcept hare
and there an brush lean-to. *t may seem strange, dbut in this respeet I have often, as
a1 doctor, advised my patients to bocome Indians. I think the two best medicines in the
;orld are sunshine and fresh alr.

They passed the summer season hunting, fishing, gatherdng food suprlles =painst
the winter, bul mostly ln merriment and sport. They were ckillful flakerman, catehing
ail kinds of Tink in nets and traps. They also had ingeniows nets.to snare wild ducks.
A4ll ptorios to the contrary, they were brave and crafty hunters, nol only slew the elk,
tha deer and antelope, but my fathor and nthers have told me that two huntors did not
heeltate Lo altack the savage grirsly bear with bows and arrows. This was an ontorprise
of extrems danger. The play wap Lo divert the bear from one hunter Lo the other until
he was disabled and killed. But romotimos bruln singled out one hunter and rushed him
to his death, desrite everyihung hls componion might do to divert his attention. Skina
¢f animals were daressed Ao as to be very soft and pliasnts Such mont ac wns not enten
“resh was ambked carefully for winter uso. They also smoked and presorved great guantit-
ira of salmon and other flsh. Dut they alwnys shunned anyihing that anproached n wasle
of animal 1ife. They killed only in the Just proportlion of thalr needs, nover In a
sririt of wAantonness or oruelty--nover to moke what we gonll a “bog."™ it was solely for
Lhat reascn thAt game of every kind was 8o strangely abundent. Thoy had natural game
liws, far better than our.

in the wminter they retured to hifher land, often to a grove that served as a wind-
‘renk or partiasl shelter. XYere they had winter quarterz. In the firat place, they
“xgavated o sort of a elircular pit or cellar, about five fent deep--grodnessa Jmows
fow, Tor they had only the most primitive tools. Some of these pits were larfe. I
f5ve seen them thirty feet in diameter, sufficlent Lo accommodate a large family.
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Around the circumference large straight limbe of trees were firmly driven and drawm to-
getharat the top, 20 as to form a sort of cons, with an ammle apertura for the escape
of emcke. The eides were thatched with rushes and brush and the whole covered with a
rlaster ami of clay so as to make it fairly water tight. Living in this cellar shielded
the inhabitants fromthe sharp wind, while a fire, b.rning on & high platform of stones,
gave them heat with very little smoke.

As a rule, the floor of this wintor hut was covered wither with woven mats or with
¢he skins of animals. 1 have seen many of these habitations myself." 4t is true that
they had no burglar or fire alarms, no telephones, no city heat and stenm, no electric
lighta, no waoter service, no fire escapes, in fact, no modern convenlences at s£ll, but
for pecple ignorant of modern clvilization the winter guarters of the Suysunes dig wall
cnough. 3But they were only used in times of stress. Betwsen storms, when the wenther
woderated, the people loved to sleep ouldoors.

The earth cheertully providec¢ for their needs. Therefore, the Suysunes never
coaxed her by oultivution. Thera werc many savory rcots with which they wero fimiliar
ané regularly gathered. Some of tham I ¥now are very palatable. and nutritious as well.
chere is a root they called chuchknpall, of the celery type, of which they were very fond.
“his could be made a kighly prireéd market vegetable. *t grows wilé in grezt profusion
in “onoma county. Every year I hafe my feast of chuchapeli. .

Another thing you will mee in all the histories of early California is that the
w,estial Indians" used Lo browse on the pastures, like the antelope and slk. In this
there is an element of truth. In many places a ¥kind of clover grows w th & red blosaom
on o long stem. This ham a eweotish, very plemsant tastoe, and the lndians used to eat
it in guantities wherever found. 1 myself acouired a taste for this clover whon a toy,
ané, what is more, I have retainnd it ever since. 1 find that it 1s not nlone agreeable
to the paiate, but a fine tonie for the stomach as well. In.my juderent, it has dlatinet
regicinal values. Ané so, like the Inclans, 1 hnve my clover feast every yoar.

Thoy used the acorn to make brend, this was ground to a powder, soaked in cold
mater until all the tannin--the bitternoss--wris removed, and then baked in the ground.
~cmatitm es it wis swertened with wild honey nndé fla- ored with blackderries or other
frulta. 1 have ofton enton acorn brond. t wne ngracnble to the taste aond nutritd-us.
Cak trees s-era then far more plentiful tlan now. Acorms fell from threm till they often
asvered the ground inches deep beneath. %o the harvesting was on ensy matter. The almple
cooking of meat or fish was done over conls or by heating water to the boiling roint
in their wonder ul woven watertight Jjars, by placing in them redhot siones.

Zp it can be saen thai the Suysun--the Pat-Tin--lived in a climte that dld not
jresent the imperative demand for shelter and elethes, which woa Insplrec 80 much nf
civilizations At the aame time he had an almoat autcomatic supply of hiph-clads food In
susntities to suit his inclination. The bay and rivers gave hinm endlesa fish and shell
fish, the plaina and forest gave him meat and the earth gave him frult, vegetatles
e bread. There wore no soup kitchens, no unemployed. it ls strange that the Suysun
w13 satlsfied, choosing to lond A 1ife of hap Iness snd merriment, Instend of breaking
Liz back with work?

And yot the most bllstering part of the indictment agalnat the California lndian
‘2 the charge that he was an idle, worthless wrateh, wilh an unconguerables averalicn
'~ worite Thaot was true enough. “t was hard to malte the Indian understnnd why he should
labor all day in the hot sun, with the plough, the rake or harrow, foollshly scratching
ke earth to obtain that vhiech she willingly gave Tor the asking. That wus the hard
iroblem the Padres hadé to facs inthe oldern missiona. The Suysunes oniy tcuched civiijsa-
tiom for ten years, then disappeared forever in a vast iragedy, of which 1 will tell
later. So their capacity to msaimilate work was never fairly tried, but 1 have a
=irong beliaf that they alsec wovld have proved lacking.



Loes anyone love work for Itself? @n a pleasant summer déay, do we prefer to saw
a cord of wood or g0 on & picnlec among the treea? Would you rathor keep shop till
10 o'clock al night or go to a moving pleture show? The plain truth le, we of eivil-
jzad life, work becauss wo muat, and shun 1t when we can., The California Indian, re-
moved from the necessity of work, only followed a native human inelimation.

There were no tallors or modlists among the Suysun Indians. Thelr costumes, even
in the presont day, would be called scant. The men meroly wore a breech clout of fur.
The women wore a sort of pettliecoat reacning from the walst to the knees, olther of fox
gkin or closely platted grass. Thies latter was often ornamented by interweaving the
many-colored fenihers of birds, in rars harmony, so that the work resembled the finest
embroidered velwvet. Somotimes they wore a cape or collar of fur, but no always. So
ihe female dress was somewhat limited, bu t still extremely chaste, for tko handsome
young Indisn girls were modest, were utterly unconsclous of anything improper or
zanting in thelriattire. Newadays 1f a lady but slits her akirt a bilt, so as to show
a flash of stocking, everycno im apt to say: "My! how suggostivel™ And, indeed, it
cgy be auggestive, for all depends on the wgy the thing is done. I think the lady
in Paris who not long ago recolved kor guests nude had Lhe glirpses of a great ldea--
that there ls nothing inherontly more vulgar or immodést in the undraged livepg form
than in one eut from marbla.

Physically, instead of the weak, souiat Tigures described in the histories, my
fathar and his friende always contended thkat the Suysunes wero the finast davalored
reorie they wver saw--mon and women enst in a noble mold, of whleh Selano, with hias
‘ix feet seven inches, was a tyre. I usaed to sit on hls mightly shiuldorc when a boy
sné tho earih bvelow seemed remote. 1 have heard my father say that he had seen sevaral
rundred of the actlve class togother ot a time, anyone of whom might have served an
a model for a sculpror. Talk aboutl your cugenicat Here was & people who Lred true,
tac no deformed nor unhealthy offspring, no word for disense, and a blood entirely
without contominntion, ond that wons the causo of tholr andoing lung before the dis=
covery of gold.

Uy father l:oked on tha Suyrsunea as the moat intercsting savages inthe world,
and held them in high regarde. ke found them trustful and Lrustworthy, honest, truth-
fil and, all aceunts to the contrary notwithstanding, sinfularly faithful in their
morital relations. Through the help of Solano he malntained a sort of militle forece
among these lndians, who gave a sense of socurlty to all the settlers in the nerth.

A8 a sort of sole custodlan of thelr spoech and history, I am going to rolate
eome of the Suvsun mythes and lepends, but first 1 must tell & story of ,mlmn wh ich
e‘nnot falil to Inlorest.



CHAPTER ¥

Thie chapter contains the story of the honeymoon in Sonoma of the Hussian
princesa Helens; the capture of herself and escort by Suysunes and thelr rescue by
tha Spaniards; also of the breakneck ride of the Joldier Cesaric and the gift of Cad
he drew Lfromthe river and took to the Sonora Vallajo.

What 1 am now about to tell you is one of the strangest scones in the California
grama, one that has never befors been told b0 my lmowledge: one that may have had a
cetermining Influence in shaping the destiny of the Pacific Coast. The story will
erbrace ae wall a very startling episcde, i1llnstrating how the linea of Fate converge
at times from distant polnts to work out mysterlous ends.

in the year 1BO5, the Russian navigator, Kotzebus, son of a famous poet, vielted
the Bay of San Franclesco nnd saw somathing of the country surrounding ite shores. The
rerort ke made to his master, the Crzar, which has peen often published, seems nownot
alone dramatic, but prophetiec. It was becouse of the roport of Eotzebue that the
fusslane took possossion of Fort Hoes and Bodega, despite the earnest nrotest of Smin.
The language of the anclent mariner was roscate enouch to urge on a erasping nation
in taking any chanee. Hottebue was unforiunate, indeed, Lecause he was born mora than

g contury too soon and should heve lived, not as a mh,]ect of Russla, but as & boomor
1n Loa Angeles today.

Far oway, in an antipodesn reglon, nbout eighty years aro, somothing took place
that seemad to have oo baaring possibdle on the affalrs of distant California. That
war tho marriage at St. Petersburgh of the beautiful Princess Velens, nlece of the
Crar, to 8 great Russian noble by Lhe name of Roscheff, a grand duke perhapa, for aught
1 ¥now. Ee was the overlord of Siboria and of nll the npossesaipns of Rusein om both
sldes of the Paclific ocean. And vwhere do you suppcas the young bride proposed to spoend
her honaymoon: In the pgaiotlies of Pagls, Vlenna, London, or under the soft ltalian
skipa? Ho , she chose to cross the Asinn continent and the Fpeific ocemn to viow the
Iand which Kotrebua descrlibad.

Two warships convoyed the royal party from the Siberian shoras to Mitha* Aate
in the fall. Thence they sailed in lasy 1.shion down the coaat of America, spending
gome Lime in DPuget Sourd , and at length arrived in tho late winter or rather, early
apring, ot the lorge Russlon scttlement that we call Fori Roass.

Epavy rains for a time kept the party indoora. Then the weather cleared, the alr
tecamp aoft and entlielng to adventure. The yrincess, eaper to see more of the landof
Eotrebue, At once arranged for a party to explore the Interior and look for herslaefl nt
the bpautifal valley which the Husslan deseribod. A4 samall guard fromthe garrison
accumpanied the noble bridegroom and the bride, they passed through forests of stately
recwoods, that the princeas grently admired, reached the Hussian river, across which a
emill  boat tronaported the party, while the horses swam. And so they reached the
Stnema Valley, already radiant with flowora.

liow tho arrival of the Russinn warships hnd alarmed the Californians. They
slvays feared greatly the agiressions of :pe luscovite. They now expocteu far more

serisus inroadas. These fears were shared by the lndians under Solano. They wanted
| o more Husslons in thelr land. Therofors, Chlof Solano set cut with a large war
Tarty to preconnoltre. Ly father would have gome along to prevent Imprudence, but a
Iressing domestle event Interyosed. Inebend, he sent hls brother Salwador Vallelo,
avg severnl Sranish solilders.

Thms it haproned that the Princess Selene ané her ascort found thompolvos sudden-
l¥ surrcunded bty several hundred eavages, fairly well armec. The Russians stood on the
tetanaive, rrady to fleght to the death, but my Uncle Salvador rode uy to them hag ing
hem Lo do nothing that might precipltate a masancre and offering all the protection

in his powwr. Then he approached Solano and asked "what do you intend to do with the
Srisomoerate
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Tha chiaf made an ugly motiom of his hand tv the neck, "“That for the men,"™ he
gaid. "Tha squaw we kKeap."

But my Unecle Salvader was insistont that nothing should be done wilthout ths sane-
tion of the Jommandente, to which %olano comsented with bmd grace. Then he wrote on a
glip of paper, torn from a roll that was kept for making clgarettes, a latter to my father
prgging him to come with hie Spanish soldiers with all the speed he might. FHe gave the
letter to one of tha troopers &nd bade him not to apare his horse. 1 do not rocollect
the troonAr's nams. Lat ua call him Cesaric Tor short. Ona good name should suffice.
vou may be sure that Cesario, as we say, "made tracke." 4

In tha meanswhile, something was happening elsewherc. On the banks of a large cresk
pear whero stande Santa Rosa, & amall parly of camp foldowers were stationed. The
szlélera had mapched ahead to subdus some mapauding Indlans in Lake County. There had
beon oulte & rfight and several Spaniards wore killad. At the camp a wife of one of the
soldiers had givon birth to a child. Shortly aftor th's event soma thoughtlanas wratch
epterad the mother'stent ard Lold her that hor husband wons among the alaln. Seaping from
her couch, she selzed thn atill naked ehild and befo=-e anvone could Intorders rushed to
the bank of the creek, ''rew the infant Into the rapld stroam mé was about to pracinitate
herself after it, when overtsoken and with difficulty subdved.

And tho child? Ah! it had been seept away by the current and loat in the darkmess
of the night. ,

But we must return to Cesario. lie speeded onward, onward, towcrd Sonoma, remembering
well my uncle's cautdon not Lo spare hia horse. *L was long dark when he arrived at a
stroam swollen with recont ~ains. lio had no time to seek a Zord, but plungad into the
mier, like a good rider, holding lis horse's hoad upstroam and koeping s sharp lookout
Tor ouf ciwsand.

wWhat was that pink object anproaching him with the current? 1t seemed & Tish, but
ho bag never seen the like bLefore. A, 1t swopt by, Cesaric leaned ovor, sonlzed 1t, drew
it from the waler. Vhalt on earth do you think It was? A little white boy baby, still
alivre Cesaric hele it up by one leg and haé ‘ust sulflelent sense laft to gasp out,
"uira no mas," whirh lp about the armh as when we say in Snplish, "Holy Smoke,” ar"there
a1l Aty

Bat he wan a man of acticns Le dié not stop to inouire how the stream came to run
izties, or to wait for any more. Me only eried It aes best he eould, rlsced it next to his
czrm body and continued hlg wild ride. ; .

1t was long arter midnight when Cesaric reached the house of my father . 3ut tkere
are 11phts burning and people moy Ing outelda.

1 must see tha commandante at onee," he snld. "1 bear an Important nesaspo.t

"o gulet,” said the puard:; “this is o hovso of sorrow Tho seoncra's chlld ceme into
the world without life. She ie heart broken.”

Sometlires o man kas a great idea, so great that he cdoes not measure his sters.
‘Live ko ¥mow Spanish eticuotte zan understand tho impropriety of Cesario's conduct
“in he brushed aslée the gunrd And entored unannounced into oy mother's guartera.

"Yoe, n pift from heaven" anid my mothor, ns she took It In her arme.

Ly fnther road the letter from his brothor, tedling of the eapturn of the Kussinn

viriy by Selano, vwith deep aprmrebension. Instantly thers wns a cnll to arme. The garrison

¢ roused and bafore énybrenk soventy-five tircopers, all heavily armed, wore arceding
ferons Jonoma vhlley, Tollowing the route by vhleh Cosario came.

it mmst bave been a gallant sight in the carly morning when my father and his troop-
“riy inm thelr high hats of the country ana embrelderad leather uniforms, gallored on
“thiried horses to the rlace where Solans waa guarding his captives. As plamned, the
fpaniards at onece ranged themselies mround the Hussian princess ané her party, while my
;"f'.!.hﬂ:‘ took the Indian chief aside for a brief yarley. Fis irfluence with the savage
srader wns without limitation. Sclano listened s runte. once or twice, gave guick orders

L]



1o his poople, and almost as swift ‘as 1 can tell it every Indian was gone--completely van-
ahods
: And what d1é the Princess Helenea do when ahe realized that all danper was over?
pie she frint? Did sho shed tears and call for her smilling salts? Ah! She vas what we
B .11 the "dead gamo sport." She cldapped her little white hands and cried out in French:
l o745 is tco dolightful. Truly spoke old Kotzebue when he called California the land of
| romance and enchantment. To think of being captured by that eplendld old savage and them
BN c:cund by proux chevdliers. 1 hove had the time of my life. Uhat will the laclies of
¥ 51, feteraburg say when the hear of this?" .
Tha commandante and his soldiers escorted the party back to the fortification. All
l the woy the men were in & .oarry mood, racing, throwing the rilata, pleking up objects
f fromtha ground whilde riding at full speed, or golng through the movements of mimic war.
one princess edmired greatly thelr perflect equitatipn.

The Spanish party remained at fort Hoss for redt oné refreshment for perhapa two
heturs. when they prepared to leave, the princess, very serious, approachod the Commandants
; “pigo," she sald--she haé picked up somewhere that Spanish word--"4 wanted:the

grar to oem this fine country, but now I have changed my mind. I hope it will ewer re
mein for you anc yours."

Very graclous, indeed, sho outstretched her hand.

The Commandante kissod it very gallantly ané. falt hlmself at once more thaa repald
for a1l his trouble. The remuneration was pivon on an impulse, but that did not detract
d o lta par value in the least.

0f course they mever met again. 3ut because she had shown herself a woman of Lhe
vloed, or, perhaps, becaune she had ealled him by the gontle word "amigo,"” he aleays re-
mrlerad her with deep resroct. Sometimes, when tha story wns told, his friends rallled
=y father about kissing the hand of the fair princees nnd perhaps thero was a lauph. But
1 took note that my mother never seemod to sen the Joke.

And did this inclident make a part of history? No one can say for certaln, and the

B cucstion may be answered as you plea+e. But this much is beyond all doubt. PFussla in
| the enrly thirtles coveted California, as well she i ht, and was oetermined on ius

seirures.  Renlly, nothing prevented. s~exico was pewerless. The Californlans themselves
were a mere handful and mast have sutmitted to superior foreo. Of a sudden all that
1olicy was changed. That was #fter the roturn of the Princdss Yelene to fussia. A little
later 2till a1l the Zuscovite settilemonts in California were abandoned.

And 8o, but for the visit of the Princecss Yelene and her acvventure, California,
irgtend of Amerlcan might today be Dusalan.

Ah?! 1 wns forgetting nbout the Infant reacued by Cesnrlc from a watery grave.
lneuiry at oncoclonred the mystery. 1t wns the child thrown in the.stream by the Irantle
miher, who wae seized later with fever and dled. The name of the fatker, kllled in the
lneian fight, was Enrigque Licsldo. 3But tha 1little orphan child was brought up in the
o vailejo family, Sust like the rest of us, and we 2ll willingly shered with him cur name.
Yo was =y bro:iher Enrigue Vallejo, who grow to be a fine wman, wall ¥mown throughout Cal-
ifornin. e always thought nimeelf a Vallejo, had a proper family pride, and, it wus not
erntil late in life that he lenrnedthe strangs story of hilsblirth.

Porhaps vou ¥now how uncharitable is the world in all lts judgments; how often 1t
o icccnatraes the most amlsble ané wortky acts. When 1 was a grown man 1 began to bear
§ little hints abeut the raternity of my brother Enrioue.

“hka favors Lom Guadalupe in apresrsace,” said one. "Don Guadalupe was & very hand-
femo mom,*” eald another: "Yes, lon Yuadalupe was a man ¢remtly acmired by the ladles,”
3l a third. All of these were chlldish hints, but they had o sting.

Now onee my father was a very 111 man. it vas an attnck of pmeumonin In a serlcus
Ttrm. By that time 1 was a practicing vhysician myself and walted cn my stricken rarent.
| Tho snset of the infirmity was so smiore that notwithstanding his perfect constitution



i had poor hopee of his life. Like a Eood chrietianc, he rocelved the last offices of the
ghurch. Then something crossed my mind.

"My dear father,™ I sald, "you have made rour peace with God and man. How 1
want you to tell me the fapct-=in Enrigue my true brother, ory as I have alvays understood
a brother by adoptiongw

Sick as he was,my father had to lavgh.

"%ho has been telling you foolish lias?" ha sald. "0Omn the word of a dying man,
the atory of his birth and coming to our housshold is gospel truth. g was the son
of Enrigue Licaldo, the soldier killed in the Indian fight. Ané another thing I want
to tell you: Liealdo und his wife lived in San Diego. The firsi timecl aaw oither was
when they arrived at Sonoma, three months before the boy's birth.»
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CHAPTER V1

In thie chapter ie introduced that fine old Irish Caballerc, Don
Timoted sarrhy, with hie bag full of stories of banshees and leprechaumsl
also ig related how the commondante sallied through the neblina surround-
ing the Presidic to found tho first Country Club in California.

1 wish to correct sevoral errors which have crept Into the text of our story,
gpid lr. Vallejo. In the first place, my ancestor, Alenzo Vallejo, was the admiral who
B oot Coiumbuas aprisoner bnok to Spain. lgnacio Vallelo, my frandfather, wos the compan-
ji:n of Father Junipero Serra. These Christian names were somehow transposed. Also,

father and mother wers credited with but aix children. In faect, they hed slxtesn,
sine daughters and seven sons, Whiech ia very different. And, some of the Spanisa vworda
bave haen mispelled. Clearly a printor's error, which these vho understand the lung-
uage can readliy correct.

dy fatker left variocus landmarks to perpeiaate his life in California. There ls
a finn oity Tmown U his name. Ponlecia ie named after his spouse and most towna around
the bay have thelr Vallejo street. Also, he lald out the towns of Sonoma, Sania Hoaa
ani fotaluma.

411 these thinge are in evidence and aspeak for thempelves. But very Tew, indeed,
remembor that he feunder the first Country Club in Californin.

dy fother wap Appolnted Commandante of tho Prosldic of San Franclseo in 1027,
not 1830, although for two or three years ho was often absent from his post on service.
frém his very birth to the last day of his life he was a man of the vworld, and fond
oo companionship and fPlends; whai we eanll a natural "mixer." Ee wos always most happy
@ :hen his home was filleds There was an Irish guntleman named Don Timoteo Lurphy, cne

of ke Tirat foreliners who came Lo stay, who wne his funst for years. Ly prarent took
freat dollght im his company and pleasant wit. Often Don Timoteo would sit up all
night at the old Preslidlo, télling at the old Tresidlio, telling my father storles of the
Mianches and other apparitlons, plentiful in hls native land. Later, throuph my father's
g olp, he recelved a groat grant of land north from San Rafael and bullit the large adobe -

kome that served llarin county as & courthouse for twonty yenrs.  Also, he gave as a
jresent Lo the church the site of the Palpeca Hotel. QOne time my father sent Don
Biimotes to Enpland to purchase high-cleses wheep, btulls and scolected avine. FEe Lrought
lack not only thdse, but s small cargo of dogs of every class, several types of terrlers

ani hotnds, bYulldogs, sotters, polnters and apaniela, zo that he might bettor Indulge
1 #irong inclinatlon for aport.

But nll this had nothing to do with the Country Club. Ly fathor had nct alone
MLt hospltable temparament highly developed, tut also, In charge of hls housckeoping
ietart mnat, he had the great fortune to possess one of that extremely rare penus, A
oo ~ooke This wns the widow of A Spanish soldler, who wne a ypure artist In the pre-
jaralion of the many savory dishoes recullar to old Canllfornim 1life, which of which are
11 very popular. Woereoven, she had procured a coskery book from ¥Yrance, whleh greatly
iidee her native talent. So thero were ropfsons, other than because lon Gundalupo and
g epouse were liked, that his home became the most pleasant phkce of entertainment
ilenp the coast.
Jow tha pommandante nover dld myything by holves. Hesldos, poople thon did not

Ave Lo memsure hoapitality by their means. %e never loat sleep over the high cost of
fiving, for there was no cost of plain living at al i+ 1f you wanted expensive forelgm
sauries that was another tiing. But the really good things of life were to be had for
the asking. The country awarme: with game, the streams and bay with flsh; most delic-
‘vis froits and berries grew wild everywherse In the myst riotous profusion. Iid you
¥l a fine, fat steer for table usef? 1t was yours, provided you returned to the right-
fil xwner the hide.

) Sc when my father extended an invitation to almost all the good familles of Alta
- iifornia to be his gfuests during the momth ¢f June he vas not alftes all making such &

g “7 in his vocketbook as you might imag ine.
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From 1830 to 1835, Ineluelve, these invitatione wero sent southwardy and almost
gniversally nmecepted. They came all the way from Diepe morthward--Carrillow, Tepulvedas,
pizon, De la Guerras, Argucllos, Peraltas, Alvarados, =artinez--in fact, it wos a sort of
roll=call of the gentry of the Tatific Coast. '

dow the Prealdio ocuarters wers mot al all sufflicient to accommedate such a throng,
nor wora the conditiome suitable for plenies in the open air. The old Preeldio was locatod
in n barren apoi, far differont from the beautiful forost-clad slopes of tha presont.
zpajdas, the place was exposed to a peraistent breeze from the ocean, and, moraover, W As
kaunmted by the searshing neblina, which we eall b y the simple, energetic English word,
fag Therefore, my faither shought dillpently around the bay for an appropriate apot for
his Gountry Club, which should unite the perfection of ¢limatr, scenery and easy azcess
by waters This he found alout a leapue south of the Uisslon San Rafoel Archangel, at the
zoath of the deep, wooded canyon, that runs into the Mountoin Temel-pa, from which flows
a stroam of sweot water. “ere is a litile valley of perhaps two thousand varas squaroe
seuched by a deep estuary of the bay. “t was once covered by noble redwoods and oaks, its
shelteres posltlon made a cllimate ifdeal’and my father, no mesan Judge, rated It as a ercond
to none In the world in ite pioturesgue attractiome. 1 have often seon the spot, which is
somewhat changed,; for tho great rodwo0d traos 4-0 EOnNG. 1t 18 now ecalled Baltimore, from
an aziont colony frum that city loented there in 18499, and lies between Jorte ~adera and
sarkapur statlons on thio Northweslern Paciflio Raillord.

Grant preparatlons wern made for tho annual meetings of the Country Club. A space
#20 cloared for & large camp. Tents were pltched for tha lacies; the men proferred to
slap; out of doore. The Spanish lady, the culinary director, with ker large ataff of ansia-
tants was ~nrly on the spot, to eea that nmothing wns absont that might be needed in the
cxplzitntion of her nobloe art.

As you perhaps know, the lands of the liaslon San Rafnel Archangel took in nearly
1ll o what is now Sarin county. The misolona were very (jealous of their territorial
righta. Theratvre, that entire region had no populaticn except the primitive Inhabitanta.
The Spanish race vas strielly exeluded except np pertinent to the ocelesiastienl govern-
mnts Therefore, pamm aboundad In the nelghborhood of this Country Club. Herda of elk
and larger ones of decr were numorous. In o valloy faorther woest, the antelope abounded.
Jerbaps they might ba there yet undor the wise laws of the Indiana.

You may be aure that there were a successlon of rare foasts undor the guldance of
the faly gifted Andnlusian chef. Yach moal had 1ts ﬂul‘hmr}' surprlse, which, to the epl-
tire, gave a foretaste of heavem. ZEvary luxury of rmarket wns at pand, with the unguesti-mod
[enius for proaparation.

Horses were provided In guantities to suit for long rides through the plie-
lWrescue  hille and valleya: alse for vislitas to the nelphborlng misalon. Tunting and
fiphing partiea alwnys ®ept the larder filled. But it was !n the ovening, whon the fires
wore 1ighted and the musie tunnd up, Lthat merrimont broke looan.

They had no dancing platform at thla country club.  Sut a souare pieso of fround
wit sarefully leveled, then watored and tamped till almoat as hard as a cement floor.
<very day thls process was repoated, so the surfance wan always smooth and free of dust.
she lndles brought thelr finest toliets and the men thelr smartest togs to the annual
Tteling of the country clubs Ah! How much more ploturesgue were the old costumea of
%Y than those of today. Thero, 1t seems to me distinct, wo have goue backward, with
ihe eraba

“or was ihe musle anything to be sneared nt. in the olo days there were many
toos verformers on tho vioelin, gultar and harys. A comblnation of the three makes &
Fart charming dreamy rusis for Lhd dance.

The =ommandante owvned n small schooner of perhaps thilrty tons burden, the only
#iil vessel In the bay. In this the guests were conveyed from the presiélo to the
fFeone af the foestivities In 1ittle more than an hour with & favoring wind.



My father sanld he never saw a scene more Wrilliant. One can almost shut his eyes
¥ 5.6 soe the tall redwoods, lighted by many fires and a hundred or more Spanish ludies

| ang pentlemen, in their graceful attire, vivid with color, dancing as only the old
galifornians could. They seemed to walk on alr, touching the earth only to accaelerate
or ratard the motion. And in the background perhaps was a group of wild Indians, pence-
rul onough, looking on ir wonderment at the gay sight. You can almoat see the Indus-
tricus musiclans twanying on with seant intermisslion until long into the night. And

if (ifted with more imeglnation you might hear the old Spanish sonfse, very earnest and
sontimental and perhaps the soft words intended only for some folr lady's sar. ifor it
15 a 2ot that more than one affair of Lhe henrt wos happily adjusted at this first
country club.

There have been many otlor country clubs since thoss days, but I doubt greatly if
the mombers of them aver have had such an everlasting good time. For one thlng, thera
w43 not the rivalry to determine whieh one should outshine Lhe cother indisplay and style
it is this foolish competition that promotes the hoart aches and Jealousies that molson
the intarcourss of modern soeiml life. Always, without interm!sslon, we are toriurad
by the spectacle of the man on top, he with the lordly house, innumerable dependents,
sleam yacht, outomoblles of many cylinders and other posseszsions that indicatemower and
werlthe Too often, we waste a lifetime offering a cheap Imitation of the resl thing,

Lo the great amisement of cur neighbor, who, with great shyness has a oulet laurh in
his sloaeva.

This 18 an advanced sthte of society which the Callifornians, happlly for thelr
reata of mind, had not roached. Thay wore all friends, all =0 near on an esuml footing
thai theré wha no room for the envies and valn atlempte at outward show, a0 notable in

fir dBYs

And that is why my fTathoer's country club desarves to be remembered as conspleucus
nits kind.



CHAPTER V1I

This' chapter doals with events leading up to and following the seculariza-
tion of the Nissiong of Callfornia--ahowing how the Indians reverted to tholr
old manner of life after the Padres had ween deposed and thelr supporting hands
whthdrown.

In the coniract made with Pather Junipero Jerrn by the ¥ing of Spain, Alie
palifornin wa- ceded as & fleld of pure missicnary work for the term of ten yvenrs, and
po morés. At the end of this pericd the Hing and his adviears coneluded all the lndiana
would ba not alone Christianizod, but alsp eivilized, indusiricus workers, akilled in
syriculture und on a basis of self-suprort. It seems incredible that any such idea,
abhorrent te all human experience, should have been seriously entertained by nensible men.
Vel such seems to Fave been the fact. And what makes it doubly stramge ims that in a
pundred amd fifty yeara not a2 single Spanfard had visited Alts California, 8o no one had
te faintest knowledje &5 to the character of the native races. They mipght have been
carnibals for all the King of Svain and hie advipars Jnew.

At the ond of the tem-yoar veriod the iiasions were to become lerely parish
riurches, the movable nrovperty, such as livestoek, to be glven to the made-over Indisns,
the land allétted to them in quantitles ample for thelr suprort, and thelerge vacent ar-
ens (ranted o actunl settlers, subjects of Spain. Such, in brisf, wos the schome on
whirh werr foundel the llssiona, dosipned beautifully in concepticm, lank'ng cnly in one
reerect==1t did mot work.

when tha first ten years oxpireé even a child could see that the real work of the
ttrnaicnaries hnd not made a ptert. Ulore Lime sas easily granted, untll tem yoars stre-
tzhtd out to nearly deven times tén. DLut all the vhile the Inevitalle secularizatlon was
anticipater and dreaded. Y1 course, ecclesiastical govermment, and with it control of
the Last oprortunities of the ¢ountry, couldéd not fo un forever. Thite ropulation wan
increasing with rapld strides, and when the good radres pleaded for the noor lndian end
fis soul there was & sharp lnasulry from the settlers, "How aboul ust" ln Lke meantime
the Ltsslons had become very rich through the hide and tallow trade and the export of
wine and other products.

The blow fall in 1835. Seculnrirzatlon was docreed in 1834, but the actual recuction
of ne disaions toparish churches and the forfeiture of thelr vast possessicne in land
¢l meot come till a year later.

You will read in nlmost any histery of California that the Lisalons werr a complote
fzilurae; that Father Junipero Serra and his auccessors were hopelesaly imrractieal; that
Y A neophyle wore able te rumble a few latin words--to him culite meaningleas-in return
for a bowl of musk his Christianity waos complete; that they taught tho lndian nome af the
arts of self-suprert, while undermining his native Indepondenen. Tharefors, whon secu-
liriration took place the holpless Indlame, unable o maintain themselves sither in thelr
Trizitive conditlion or with the arts of sivillezation, sank without affort by Lko rcoodeide
and expirad. ’

it 1s not emsy to write with patience about such idle trash. I have had many talks
with my father aboul the Missions and the padres. He had what you may enll firat-hand
rewledpe from Father Serra down, fud he, mach a man of the world, always delenrad that the
elo wisajon fathers were aalnts--nothing less. Tho oiker would have accomplished what
they 6id7?  They ronched Caiifornia, elghty-eight In all, of whom eighteen were prieats
s of Lhe remining seventy seme were women and children. JAmong tens of thousands of
Trimitive saveges they wera helpless if attneked, but during almost seventy years only
thee was the bleod of & Christlan father shed by a native hand. 1t was Lhelr pure, ever-
wnifesr goopdness that won thoe hefiris of these simple children of matura. In turn they
“ers lpved as fow men of thls world were loved before. lothing could be more touching
tian the storles I have heard of the primitive, passicnate grief of ihe poor neophylrs,
“hen ome of the gpod fathers pasaed One

The doctiine they preached wns far enough from a mechanieal babble of unknownwords.

*
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it was stralght Christlanity they taught, wery practloal, vory earnest, very pure. The
indians ware schosled, above all thinge, in the cardinal virtues, good wlll towards their
rellowman, charity, truth, honesty, virtue and & peneralappliestion of the CGolden Rale.
411 these went hand in hand with the more abstract teachinge of the Christian faith.

It is curlous to obtserve through what small knotholes tho human mind will endeavor
tp pacaps from plain deductions founded on ungueetioned facts. Father Junlpero Serra
and his companions were not mere reliplous enthusiasts, such as the historlans deseribe.
in thalr wordly wiséom thaey wera reminiscent of the down Eaat Yankees, who, at business,
can make any other man on earth hunt his hole. They snlected the site of every coast
city of California from Sen Diego to the Colden Gyte. They had all tha agriculiural
rotentialitiss of the State worked out more than a hundred years apo, ao that when the
Amerlecane came, thay only had to go ahead. There was littlo left for axperiment. The
ragres introduced the vine, the olive, the cltrus frults, the Tig and the various stoned
and seed fruit trees, demonatrating their sinpular adaptability for the soll and climate.
They prew great drops of whest and barley, paving the way for another great Industry.
“pey introduced the alfalfa plant, the economie valun of which wams not realized till later
ont They were the acknowladged founders of irrigation. They bullt up a considerabls
cornign trade. Everything they did indlenied rare foresifht, and efficlency. Yet be-
cause they failled Lo completely civilized the Irdian many wiiters call them impractieal

greamera and fallures.

They failed in just one polnt--where wll the wisdom in the world would have been
of no avail. They could not change in one or two goneralicns- the ingrowm habits of
thought and action backed by the ancestry of countless gonerations. Thoy were naver nbla
to make the Indion mee the advantoge, the necoscsity of systemetic work. You see, he wos
a Pat-Win, a chlld of nature. He and his forboars had pot along very nicely without work.
Fe had abundance to eat. “t is doubtful if mny people ever had universally a more ample
food supply, or o batter gunlity, for sustaining viforous life-«mnd all to be had for the
~eing. Els elothes sulted him to a nicety, likewlse his abode, whether benaath the blue
giy in summar, or in hla winter cuarters. Even the litile spurts of work, REllling pame,
eniching filah, gathering acorns for the winter, were all made a ¥ind of sport, accompaniad
with ainglng and dancing. So the Indisn wap more than satisfied with the life handed
¢wm to him by his forbears. 1t wis not herd to mado Lim understond the the proat trutha
of Christimnity, but no powor in this world could make him see the necesaliy of work.

1t was on that rock that the ship of the yadres In some measurs split. The lnalan
wighod to lead his own 1ife. I1f he becams drowsy while plouching a furrow, he stonpped
fir oxen there anc then, laid down under a tree and went te sleep. Fe would drop any
task in the middle to ‘ave a chat or & dance with his chums. Aprriculiure of all kindas
te despised, as not only cnerous, but foolish In the extreme. 1t was only by the gre-test
rersunsion that the padres could induce the lnéisne to anything like cornmectec effort.
Tot, desplte thls obetacle, not a little was accompllshed, thoupgh not much conslderdng
thair number. The labor of construeting the Lission bulldinge, thke nlanting and harvest-
ing of crops and practically all the laber pertinent was the work of nepphyte Indlans.
ihoy t ook kindly enough to other things, acoulreé the Spanish langunie, learned to rond
ard write, had some tnste for rusle, showed aptitude for drawlng; in short, pave much
avigenoe of mn inproveble mind. 3But from scart to finlsh, thelr pet aversion was work.

when ihe Wisslon aysism collapsed the neophytes, left to thelr own rosburces, sipply
went barek to thelr tribnl relations--to thelr old 1ife. Thoy did not fall helpless Ly
tle wayslde. They did not disappear till years nfter, and from & cause unconnected with
any rhysieal detericration, but they returned to primltive comditions rmuch better men mnd
*oen. What might have been their future had not the awful hand of fate intervosed we
*nn only conjecture. .

~pgt no onemimimire the padres's task or mistranslnte what has been enlled the fall-
ure of the UMiaslons. HO race of whatever color kas ever been reduced {rom savagery Lo
c.vllization without centurles of bitter reslstance. Vistory shows us nothing olse but
ihe struggle of Lhe superic r mam to fastéen his system on his barbtarous nelghbors and their
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rrantlo efforts to be free. 4t reguired elght centuriles and then a Charlemagne to tame
Germany and Central Eurone. !

And, come to thimk of 1t, are the best of us qulte civilized yet? I that passicia--

ts love for the forest, the mountnins, the solitudes; in the wild exuberants that a
voung boy feels when he first pursues wild game or flshes in & dashing brook, do we
pot recognize the tingla of eavage blood, do we not fesl the primitive old ancestor
tugping at our heart? 1 am glad to say that here in California we are reverting to the
simple 1ife of the aborigiral inhabitants. Ve are spending more and more of our lives
in the air, camping, pienicking, sleeping on porches, mking way thus for a finer
peonle, organizing a new chapter of the Anclent Urder of fat=ilina--people of Ltha opeén.
The fathers were not to blame becamse they failed to tame the California indlans,
pr should we blame the Indlan beceuse he refused to be tamed, because he returned to
nature like & Loy let loose from school. Likely onough, his Christian falth itself
wag not too well fived. His hoad was doubtless filled with "cocaslius,""puls" and othar
figures af his mythology. Centurles at least were needed *» make him a civilized man

in any true abuse of tho word.



CHAPTER V111

Tho double-back-action "massaecrs of Sonoma" is related in this chapter, together .
with the stcry of the orphan boy who wis its hero; also is narrated the mutiny of Ser-
yeant Coyetano Juarez, his flight ané his wonderful swim én horseback across the (olden
Gate. Instead of petting the Carnegle medal of his day for establishing such a record,
u.yetano would have been executed had not the semoras pleaded for him.

iy father was officially charged with the tesk of secularizing the dlssion of
san Francisco Solano, in the Scnoma Valley. He already had a fottheld in the country,
pwning a grant of a large tract of land adjacent to the prasent city of Petaluma. U!'is
pasition as commissioner of secularization made 1t necessary for him.to take up hls resi-
dence at Sonoma, which was ever after his rarmanent home.

Thia «igaion, the last of the seriaes, whlle it claimed authority over a vast
reglon, comprising must of the counties of Solano, Yolo, Yapa and Sonome, never proa-
rored greatly in the number of .neophytes. At the time of secularizatlion there numberod
la2as than 400. All around were the laris ranchorias of the primitive Sdgsunea, governod
vy the pewerful Chief Sulano, who was my father's faithful ally snd fiiend. rurthor
nortk in the mountains were flerces predatory tribes, very different in all respecis
from the well-disposed subjects of Solano. To guard against onemies, there was a small
troop of Spanish soldiers and, in addition, a force of 200 natives, armed with lances
and bows mnd arrows, repularly trained, who proved themselves efficient when emergency
roguired. The neophytes vere given asslfnments of the lilssion cat tle, which they took
zith them to the rancherias, but they had so much confidence in my father that they
soon returned them, asking him to handle them on their uececount. This was a trust reli-
¢iounly observed. Tho procecds fromthelr stock wao placed to the credit of the proper
ovners, on which thay were entitled to draw at will. 1t was expended mostly in the
jurchases of various articles of use or luxury--the prized colored blanket, cocking
stensils, use®ul implements and tools. Some of the ambliious sguaws ordered dresses
with the exvansive hoop skirts, but thsy always insisted on wearing the hoops outside.

It made quite a 1i:iiie aettlement at Soncma. It may seem strange, but at that time
the wives and ghlldrenr of the soldlers followad them in thelr campaima. Thewomen
sooked, wiahed and served as nurses for the wounded, something onthe Red Croass style.
~preover, 1t was found that the men were better soldiers when they =ere fighting for
thaly children and wives. Ang even the youngsters werc 1 ilant observers.

Concerning this 1 can tell a story--and storles plcked up by ithe wayside sometimes
ieat illustrate 1ife. :

On & cortain morning a smll band of the northern savages walked into the settle-
Tont, unarmed, seemingly impelled by a mere sense of curlosity. This was not out of the
wse at all, for it was an sccepted prollcy to encourage frlendship and intercourse with
a1l the aborligines. The Indlans strolled around with an alr of stolld unconcerm, but
all the while they were taking note of things with care, out of the tall of the eye.

After this inspection thoy sat dowm to have a Tap-Tal--a pow-wow, or political
talk. Tney spoke with great freedom of the issuns of the day, agreeing one and all thal
the white men wore undesirables and must be deported to another world. “or this they
tad made large wrepnrations,Agrent band of savages were secreted at hand; the speakers
tnd epme merely to look over the ground, plan a night attack and universnl mAsERCrE.

They took 1o note of several little boys nearby, who were playing marbles--no} the gay
ani gaucy morbles of today, but with little rounded pebbles pickec up in the brook,
which sarved the purpose Just Lho same.

One of thase was a small orphan boy named Jose Altam!ra, cared for in the Vallejo
nusehold. Yo was a keen-witied little chap, about len years old, amd among other things
Lad acgdired a wnowledze of the native tongue. 2S¢ 1t happened that while the Indlans
wore planning the massacre, little Jose Altamira heard and understood eavery word. TWith
cincern, went on vlaying and shouting with his companions, but all the while his amall
e wore sat on the halr trigper for each apund. Then the pow-wow wis over, little

<250 puletly went to my father and told him 811 that he had heard.
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Iy rfather instantly eent for Solano and gave him the newe. The chief was ons of
vory few words. '"lLeave this to me,"” was 41l he sald., Well, that night there was a blg
surprise, sure endugh. But 1t was thehostiles who felt the holt. Solano's band ovey-
whalmed them In the dark and gave them such & drubbing tkat they iried no more experi-
manta for soma time.

As for the boy, who showed so mach courage and self-control, my father, by way
of recognition and reward, sent him to Valparaiso to be educated. le atteonded there both
school and eollega, and nine years afterward returnod to California, a highly cultivated
mani« But'his name was no longor Altamira. Uy father made him his son by adoption.
£g wia my brother Josa. Yor a long pariod he wes my father's secretary and afent,

' alwaye capable and faithful. He died a short time ago at wartinez, leaving many
coacandants.

This was the time that most of the land grants were made norvh of the bay. The
Governor of Alta California was empowered to grant not to exceed 11 souare leapgues
of land--about 70,000 magros--to any resldent. In truth, this maximum wos seldom reached,
lut two or three leapues belng about the average grant sire. Juan B. Alvarado, my father's
naphew, though they wera nearly of an age, was Govornor of Califormia. The Govarnor
reguired each applisant of the nolghborhood to recleve his uncle's Indorsomont. 1t waa
ne more than right that he whould want to glve him neiphbors to hils liking. 1L was
tkrough my parent's influence that most of the grantsin iUerin county were made, Lo such old
friends as Timoteo Lurphy: to his comrade-in-orms, lgnacio Packoco; to good roopla like
Juan Reed, Juan Cooper, Gulllermo Riechardson, Santiago Black. In two or three years there
wore more than thir:y fomilies setiled in hls naar nelghborheod; that is to say, within
n pood day'e ride.

ln all ite donling with Californla, the mother country, Loxlco, was always excecdingly

slow pay. lta hands wore so full of revclutions and ond counter-revolutions that It was
hord to find time to sguare ascecounts. Now, the malntenance of a garrlson at Sonoma, to
gay nothing of thn armed Indions whom my father looked after alwayes kimshlf, amounted Lo
n considerable sum. But many times the pay of tho soldiers and himeeaif would be months in
arrears. When he sent remonstrances to the government, the reply would often be, as we
eny, "forget it."™ Tien If he had funds of hie own, fromthe sanle of kides and tallow-- .«
for ho posses apd conplderable herds of ecattle--he dlsiributed the money among the aoldlier
Just to keep the peace. Thus, the government was alwars largely in hle debt, to his

{ rant omberrassment. And then, when ke was badly "strapped," and petlticomed the pgovern-
ment for a setltlement of ris claims, the reply would come,"Be a good fellow, Guadalupe.
Take some land. Lo not bothepus for cash.” and land he had to take, or nolhing. Opce,

‘n the paymcnt of a larpe sum, he was sont a grant to the whole Suscol valley, in Solano
epunty, which he was forced to aceept, over hls Indignant protest. Sc, very much ngainst
kis inclination, he became by far the largest landowner in Hyrthern California.

Onece the fallure of the government to pay its trcops almost brought on a tragedy, |
in the early hiatory of Sonoma. Themen had gono monthe without money. Iy father's exche-
nuar mas collapand. There were deep murtura of discontent. Al this point a merpoant by
the name of Cayetano Juarer suggosted to his comrades a notable plan--to desort in a body,
ride to Yonterey and there and then effect a settloment. This plan was belng put into
sxecution, late on a dark nicht. 3But Solnno, who always slept with one oar opon, huard
the quiet vreparation, saw the horses boeing saddled, and nt once kmooked at my father's

T o
The soldlera woere mounting, or about to mount, whon suddenly the commndante

faced them in full unlform.

"len,™ ho exclalmed, "have you lost ull sense of éuly? 1 am sorry that your pay
tas been delnyed. 1 mysclf have not oma contavo. But no men baver had less cause to "
Losert. You have pleaty to eai, fine water and no one can complain of the climate. In
suaur case it is doudly base, for you are leaving ycur women and chi.dren unproiected
among savages. 1 am ready to forglive you mow, but any one who leaves will surely be
rhot, andmost of all your leader."

The men had not thought of all that. to dismount, but the

Foolishly, thoy began

(=]
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words smote on the heart of Cayetano Juerez. Ye pulded his horse into & dark shadow
af trees, and, when well out of sight, headed southward with all dispatch. Ee rassed
through the lands of the KElrsion San Rafael Archangel and lote in the afterncen of &
warm summer's day reached tne Straits of Yulupa.

Cayetano always clalmed that he swam the stralte; that is to say, his horse swam,
while he "tailed” behind it. *t is certain that no boat ferried him over. lt is zlso
rertain that he arrived at lionterey un the same horse that he rode from Sonoma. If
irue he was the Tirst and lest man to cross the Golden Gate by such conveyance. At
wonteray ho was arrested by troopers sont by my father the other way to capture him and
tring him back. o was trled by a court-martial. The offonse was of the gravest kKind
and poor Cayetano was sentenced to be shot.

HNow Cayetano, a youny man, was the only one unmarvied in the troop. Perhaps he
had & novia, & sweetheart, possibly five or sim. At any rate the gentle women, heaven
Lless them at once set up a universal boo-hoo over Cayetano's fmis. They scught
7y mother's intercession, which was gladly grantad. Then the entire feminine process-
ion trooped in & body to the commandante's guarters and begged with many Lears for
Cayetano's pardon. Iy father, though a military msn, wes softhearted. I think he was
(lad of any chance to be morciful.

Hp sent for the prisonar. ;

"Cayetano,” he sald, "at the proyer of these good women 1 am giving you your life.

Jou can never agaln be & soldler; but that need not prevent you from being a good man.

fow mast marry and 1 will give you an ample grant of land. Thon you oan help us civlilire
Lthis Tine country.”

Who would not accept suzh a commutation of death sentence¥ (Cayetano, a most sen-
sibie t'ellow,’'gdadly assented to the terms. He received a prant in KRapa valley , mar-
ried, lived happily and was much respecied. Alao, he always held women in very high
regard. He left many descendants, but the land has passed to other hands. On a rart
if iv tha great lapa Asylum f-. the lnsane now stmds. -
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CHAPTER X

In this chapter the mrrator describes the cause of the disappfearance of the
Indlan population eof Celifernia, tracing it to an epldemis of smallpox, which,
originating in the Hussian setilement, swept the native rahcherias in 1837-8-9,
¥illing tena of thousande.

I ¥now come to the disapuesrance of the California Indlanse, about which our
grave historlans are so grievously at fault. Lipat wrltera, as I heve sald, lay all
the blame on the lijssion fathers. The Indians, thay claim, learned nothing by
thalir contact with tho white man to help them In a fight for elv lized exisience.
At the pame time they had lost the sturdy savage habits that made 1life easy inthe
primitive ~tate. Thus mll the burden 1s lifted onm Lhe shoulders of. tie charch.

. Tha ruined native, like a good philosopher, not wishing to raise an lndian pro-

Llem in Callfornia, guletly effaced himself from the mayp. Helpless, Impoverished
and fimine-struck from being dead broke, he became simply dead. Such is Lhe story
of the red man's disappearance from the Pacific Coast, if you care to read the
varicus works on acrly California whieh our ypublie libraries contaln. They taell

a ‘ale of automatic retirement, nlthough somomentlon is made in & casual way of the
gecurrence of a "fovor™ that helped to thin the ranks.

This explanation does not explain at all. Taking everything for granted,
it might account for the vanishment of the neophylos, the lilsspion lndlans. Huat
how about the great wild tribes, like the suysunes, who were never affected by
the presence of the padres, olthor Jor better or for worse? Years before the gold
rush they, too, WeTre CONE.

The plain truth is =0 very simple that it is passing strange how any one Bhould
(0 nmigs. The Cnlifornia Indians werse snmnikilated in one of the most violont trafe-
dles that aver overtook a great body of the human race--in a vaat enldemic of samall-
rox, which thelr unccntaminated blood invited and thelr ipnorance made fatal in almost
avary cosg.

The diseanse swept down the coast In 1837 from the HBusslan settlements in
the north. Vacelnation had already been Introduced in Californim. Vhen nows of
the eplidemic came most of the Sponlsh residents werse made lmmune. But it fell
on the poor wild savages with the fury of a cloudlurst. Their treatment at once
mde certaln n fatal result. YWhen Lhe toriure and fever drove them made thoy
buried thelr bodles In a atream, cold as ice water, and at once the infirmity
atruck home. 1t wns not an infreguent case that out of & large rancheria or
village not n aingle surviror remained.

My fether and the older mem often toia me of the horrors of thoso times.
A solemn haze hung like a pall over the country. The alr was polluted with the
sickening stench of decaying human bodles. DParties made up of immunes were
hastlly sent oul, alither Lo burn or bary the dead. In the latier caze long
trenches were dup, nons too deoep, great mumbers of bodles were hastily throwvm
in and the earth with egual haste renlaced. The plougih of Ltke hudbandman or the
oreraticn of proding hnve often suddenly broke In on great colleections of human
Lonmes of recent orlgin. uch learned swoculntion has resulted. 1 wish to account
for all sach reliea. They are only the remaine of haplesas vietims of emll-pox
who perished In the great epidenmic almont olpghty yenrs ago.

For three consecubive yeara, 1837-38-20, thke dread disease swent the Paclfic
Coasts Those w_'g_? eascaped during one year by nonm-intercourse ware caught the next.
The anmrs&"’t‘éﬁlmvn finally spent its force through very lack of victirs.

Fere and there, isolated mountain tribes sirvived. and thosa domiclled around the
white settleménts, whera strong prafautions were enforoad. Eut tha great cormunitédes
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of Indians, tha flower of the aboriginal race, wero swept away in a common, hidecus
fate. Ly father and Soclano in 1835, estimeted the number of Suysunes at not less

than 40,000. After the postilence there weres a scant 200 left. BSolano, who had been
vaceinated, surtived, a king without a kinpdom, mourning for his departed natiom.

Uy Tfether told me that In 1840 ho rode up the San Joagquin Valley, almost to the Tulares
throuwgh the reglon he had knmown as thickly populated by the native race. I all

that long Journey they saw only three or four aborigines, 'who seemed dazed with the
immensity of thelr misfortune and cired out inm angulsh to be taken any place where
thay might again look on the human face. But everywhere they found rancherias,
whitened with skeletons, picked by the beaks of vultures and’ the teeth of animals

of proav.

A wretched remnant was left. After secularization a few men who had acoulred
the liguor taste hung arcund cantinas, or bars, doing ndd jobs in exchange for
grog. The women were egually debased, the victims of newly-introduced diseases
of the soxes. A scdden drunkard of the white race 1s not a pleoasant object ob-
Jeet to contemplate, and an Indian aleoholle wreck is egually repulsive.

That is what the gold seekors saw, theso and a few swulking predatory tribes
in the mountalns. And at onee they agreed with urnsnimity that here was thoe lowest,
me 8t depraded form of humanity to Le found in all the w=prld. And when it came

te the sudden disappenrance of the neophytes and others, thet also was o xplal mod
to the gonaral satlsfactéon. Thoy had been killeé¢ off by the Influence of the
fetholle Church. And if such facts and such inferences ia much of the thilng we
eall history made up. _

Thies la the only true story of tho Indian extinction. I have it first=hand
from my father and mothor, who could nover apeak about Lhuae ovents without emoticon.
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on my part, is absolutely false.

A strange incldent ogcurred in the great epldemle which haa a bearing on this
story. 1 have told how the dead wers burled hastily In trenches, a hundred or mors
funerals taking place at one time. The coverirg of earth was very light. Tha
country abounded in wild boasts cné they often invaded these improvised cemateries
for a feast on human flosh. A large turial had taken place not far from Sonoma,
and that same night an snimal--a wolf, coyote or bear--digging for his nocturnal
roponst, comes on the body of & victim not yet dead--ha had beon burled alive by
accident,

At the snme time, o man, happening to ride by the place, heard some one cry
out in great agony and distress. 1t was what we cnll weird br uncanny, and it is
possible that the halr of the horseman lifted Just a bit. However, he made the sign -
of the eross, llke a good Christian, md, thus protected from the ovil one, rode
forward and found & wild animal making a meal of the right leg of the living Indlan,
whom it had dragged from the bturial ground. The horseman drove away the wild beast,
drew the mlek and Injured man to a place of safety and watched with him during the
nights The next dry the resurrected man wns brought to the neighborhood of my
father's haclienda, wan carsfully nursed, and almost ineredible to relate, finally
recovered his health. But as the bear had eaten a piece out of hls right ham, he
was more or less dlisabled. In fact, o man who i1s left for head with smallpox,
is buried alive, resurrected from the grave by a body-snateher of a bear and partially
Gevoured, who yet survives in any shape, can assert with much justice that he has
"been uy apalinst the-real thingy" as wo say expressivoly In the English tonguo.

This Irdian's name was Tomo. The reader will place the accent with stress
on the final letter “o." Fe was lame for life, but still he wns cepabdle to mind a band
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of Zarino sheep, children of the same sheep brought over from England by Don Timoteo
Murpby. These were not pertinent to the haclenda, but ths priva.e property of my
mother. Lany people now llving in Sonoma and Solano counties can remember old Tomo.
By and by hls duties were extended. He not only herded sheep, but herded me. As
a small bBoy, I was extremely fond of Tomo. From him I learnsd the great intelliponep,
& fine storyteller, and it was from him that my head was filled with legendary lore,
with various stories of hLis race and with cn assortmont of odds and ends of lndian
informaticon.

Having thus introduced my Indian teachor, I will tell you a little of what he
taught .
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CEAPTER X1 .

* The language of the Suyosun Indlans was very far from being the primitive speech
of savages. Rether 1t was the tongue of o people with a lively, joyous, pootilc
imagination, with & deep love of nature and true perception of the beautiful.
Thorefore, it waes of necessity exrreeeive, with a falrly fullvoecabulary. Once
in a while, to keep my hand in, I smuse myself by writing Suysun. I find that I
can readily translate any ordinary book into this Indian dialect. Recently 1 trans-
lated the lLord's Prayer with signal succesa.

Different shades of meaning are conveyed in this lanpuage by zszembling to-
gather several words in ome. I can illustrate by the Indian names of several land-
marks around the bay.

The particle "pa," added to a word, indicates nearnsss, proximity. Thua
Feps meane literally "near mother," or"near home," or "motherland.” The tradition
ran that the Napa Valley was the cradle of the Suysun race.

The fine mountain at the north entrance of the Golden Gite was called by
the Indians Temel-pa, meaning noar the Sen. It was long known to the spuniarﬂa by
that name.

The Indfan nama for the Golden Cate was the Stralts of Sunsot. The word "‘.ru-
lupa" {ue-oo-lno-pa) means literally "near the sea-plunge." Looking seaward on
elenr day the preat lumlnary seems vory near as it daaaanda behind tha horizon ar
WALEE .

Ly “ather had an impresslon or theory of how l:hannmu Temal-pa was corrupted
into Tasmalpalis. At hils country club near the foot of the mountalns the succulant
“tamale," very different from the article now vended in the delicatessen shops, w o
of fraguent occurreance. t of this word and the Spanish word "pais," meaning
"pountry," his puenta coined o nicknamo, "Tamipais," meaning the "landof the tamale,!
and thls bsing elose in sound to the Indian word, in timé came to supersede it.

Similarly the rarticle "ma" added to the word maant "valley," or, more generall:
“]-ﬂn.d. n

Thus Petaluma is o comblnation of three Suysun words, FPe-talu-ma, Emﬁ b
tranaslztion signifies "Oht fair vole,® or "Oht falr land.”

About Zonoma, I hesitate to dlisturb a poetical idea, but the truth never hurts.
"Sano" In Suysun means "moon." I think, but am not sure, that my father was the first
who translated the lndlan word "Sonoma™ as the Valley of the Woon." lio name could be
more toue. Then the moon rises over tho hills of Contra Costa, bip as a eargwheel,
on 2 pleasant summer's night, the while vallay seems flcoded by its polden light.

Still, I had my doubts whether the translation was occurate or not. Ope day 1
was talking to my Indlan momtor. "Tell me, Tomo," 1 asked, "does Sonoma moan the
Valley of the Loont" 0ld Tomo laughed, shook hishend and answored "No." Then he weny
on to wisclose soma of his Suysum lore.

In the far distant past, he sald, a child was born of the race, destined for
groat things. 1t was th In@inn custom to name the male offapring Ly some dlatin-
fulshed personnl mark. In the ease of Lhis child, tha prominent fomture was the nosa.

"Sono™ moans "noss™ In the Suysun speech, and "Seno"™ btecamoe his name. The boy
grew 10 be o man of mighty satrength sand hls nose grew apace untll it reached
the dimonsions of the Cyrano de Borparac Lyno.

Iow, A great nome nlways Indientes charactor and force. This proved toue
in Somo'a case. Mo united the scatiered iribes In a comnon band, arranged for doa-
fense ngainat predatory assauli, was o kind of rade lawgiver, defined the iribal
rulea and is said Lo have baen the author among the Sdysunes whereby in cases of nd-
ultery the punlskment was meted out to the male &slone, & custom without a parallel
In pur more highly nolished matlons.

Tall, Sono becams an autocrnt. He was supreme In his country--a Ring In
fact. Andhaving thus a kinpdom, it was bound to have a namo and what more natural
than_that it should be named from him? S0 a large territory was called after the
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the Buysun fashion, "nose Velley," or yerhaps, 88 we should say in English, "Nosey's
1;11&_"

That was the story of old Tomo. The eole guestion to be determined is
whether the word Sonoma ie derived foom "Sanc" meaning "moon," or "Sono" meaning
‘"noge." Everyone is welcoma to make his chélce. For myself, I like best the moon
version, because it fits In better with present facta. The nose hne long passed
inte dust, the moon 1s sver hara. !

The Suysun Indians had a way of accounting for everything in the physical world
such as storms, droughts, liphtning, tho tides and so forth. Thesa doe not corres=-
rend closely with recent sclentific research, but they gave entire sztisfmction
to the mative mind. They even had a theory, somewhat plausible, for earthgualkes.

I was walking one day in the country with old Tomo. Xear where we passed
& popher, or mole, was busily sngeged just below the surface of the pround, heap-
Ing up & hill of earth. The hill was mach agltated by the active movemsnts of the
little animal beneath.

"Jea," sald old Tomo. "That is how earthguakes come. 1t ia Pul (devil)
burréwivng and heaving in the earth."

And we ¥now little more than this today, with all our scionce and research.

The Indians, not alone the Suysines, had a rersistent tradition that the ontire
© Sacramento and San Joaguln Valleysuwwers once part of an immenso, desp, fresh water
sea, divided from the ocean by a marrow barrler of kills and mountalnas. A group
uf hills dn ¥Yolo county was always ¥mown as Lhe "lelands of Yulupa." According to
the Ilndians, they wora once [slets of the sweet watar basin, near the suneat.
Ancient water marks and other goologlienl avidonco maseme to indleate that the old
nmtive tradltion was founded on a fact, handed éown by folksiore from onhe peneralimn
to another, throuph sountless centuries. Thia ls the story of the mighty change
of nataro, teld to me by old Tomo, as the two of us sat on a rail fence, late in the
afternoon in the Valley of Sonoma.

In the anclent days, oaild old Tomo, the gods wero much more asnciabls thon now.
Often they made humons a visltation. 3o it happencd thal one any &én a groat plain,
far to tke eastward, the sun-fod in hle courae savw B multituce of roople asspmbled.
Ay the day'e task was nearly done, and he felt in the mocd for adienture, the jod
wwiftly assumeé tke human form and appeared among the wonéering people. But who
would not be pitd to welcomo Any one B8 bripht and brilllant as the Sun. Ghiefs
and mediclne men qulekly pethered round him, Lal he had eyes Tor only cne. That
wag the loveliest of mortals, a beautifel young princesa In kor sarly toens.

o other lover Is am ardent as the Sun. Al onee he made his sult o tle =mali-
don, ealle: her hls novim, his sweetheart, whispered In hor oar many lhings &hat voung
girls love to Lear. 3But hls timo was brlef for eourtship. Even now he must be mouni-
ing upward on his courre. 9o, as he sow the malden's hoart was one, he l1ifted her
pently with one arm ané vaclied skyward.

Up and up he sped on his journey. But the maiden wae a hoavy burden in kia
flight,, though shoe smiled joyously at her st-angn lovers. Strive as he mipht, he
could not reach the beaten yath, where everything was smoot% and easy and where hls
fodlike form and strength would be regained. So togelker they flew soiftly westward,
crossing mountaln ranpe mnd valley, till they come @ the margin of the groat lake of
swert walcy berond which was the open ses. And here ngnin the Sun ppd made a mighty
effort, tut Jjust as he reached the Lanten path, Just sz he resucrad celostial form, he
stumbled, sthggered and fell oackenrd, vlunging downward with his burden like a vast
meteor on the westoern world.

The Sun god had lost hig balanesa, but not his head. Ee aimed te allght on
the peak of lount Diabls; but whera his foot struck the miumtain was cleft in twain,
so there are two poaks instemd of ows. The god, hurled headlong by the shoek, fall
into the deep, sweel water lake.

o e



Where his mighty arm straightened it broke a gap through ths mountain barrier to the
Siraits of Yulupa. His flst scooped up a vast handfal, reaching from Tort Costa to
Alviso, and the frogmonts wern cast far into the ocean. You con still ses soms
of the rocks, ten leagues from land, which we c¢rll Parpnllone lslands. And the
aweat watoers of the lake rushed forwsrd as a flood to Jjoin the salt pea.

Scon the great lake drained, till thero remained only a far-reaching plain
of silt, not pleasant to the eys, over which the ever thnughtful goda apreed &
many-colored earcet of the cholcest flowers. '

And the maldont Alast what mortal could survive the shoek? Looking from
the northward you can =ae the placid outline of her face, with hair streaming
down to the bay of San Francieco, just where the saddenad Sun Eud laid her on the
graceful mountain, Temelna--Near the Dea.

All day long the Sun pod looks down on her silent form. And when his task
is over and he makes the evening plungo his warm hoart and the cold occonn water
weave a mlety fabrle, eovering pently with a snow-white mantlo her dear face by

night.
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GHAPTER X11

The narrator describes In thils cahpter the early movement of white settlers
acrose the Sierra Neveda into California, the discontent with the rule of lexico,
and affirms the historical varity of the junta at lonterey in 1B4:&, when the futurae
status of the province was dlpocussed. That this junta aver met has been disputed.

Away back in the '30s ithere wns serious trouble between lexico and the
Californians. A Governor sent Ly the nother country was not acceptable to our pe-
opla. Therefore, ha was sent right about home, and wa set up a government of our
own. My father was chosen to command the little army, with the title of general.
Eis nephew, Juan B. Alvarado, was sealect~d Ly the people as the Covernor of théir
choise. Lexico in due time accepted the situation and confirmed the official sta-
tion of my father and the Governor, sc regaining at least a shadow of authority.
But, from the date of what isknown as the "Alvarado revélution," California was
virtually free of restraint. Lost of the vexaticus laws Imposed by the south-
orn government were abrojated in effect, espocially as concernod forelgn co-merce
and intercourse. Concerning these the old laws were harsh and intolerant.

Undar Sprin, every form of irterccurse was forbldden. lexlco wos a shade
more liberal, but, according to its laws, no foreigner could set foot on the soil
of Califernla, much less become & resident, without flrst securing a written rermit
from the governmerni. Had Mexico had its way, the little atrenm of settlers that
began to overflew the Sierra levads :'ould have been summarily stopped. Here anc
there a struggling new resident coming through the varioup seiloris might be over-
locked. But, what was clesr onouph, the beginning of a large movement would cer-
tainly have been crushed. The Californians, on the other Rund, welcomed the new-
comers with eaperness os o new vitality to their national 1ife. Dot that all were
of unlform cheracter. Thosa vho crossec Lhe pleins with ox teams , household gcods
and familiea ware a aplendid e¢laes. Thosr who were ~"m.seo as "traprars" wore of
n different tyme. They were doubtless brdave sné picturescuo. Aleo, Lhey were rough
in speech and act, lawlass, wunregnrsful of human life, and, as it often proved,
fuglitlies from the lew of their own lond.

It was with this stream of American colonists that my father alone had to
¢aal with from the start as the domimant Tactor inthke north. Feo recopnized at
once the value of the true Americnn settlers, their industry, order, stable
ounlities anc new ldeas. Thor mere advenlurer he dismissec £8 no more than &
temporsry. Bojourner. He welcomad the esrly colonists, glave them first ald, anw
that they had land, and it wns the storlcs of this good recepticn, ‘eaching cast-
ward, that induced other emigrants to come. Among other il ings, he asslsted John
A. Sutter to his vast grant of land around Sacramenio. As am early comer, Sutter
was interesting, Wt never great. Fis much vaunted hosplitallty was, In truth, a
sacred law of the country, practiced on a far larger scale by others. In prospered
with the Californiane, but was nowhere in the rush of the plonesrs. Witk the gold
¢iscovary to himself for wonths, with a hundred thousand acres of the finest land
in creatién, in a few years he died penniless, far awvny, weakly bermoaning the In-
fratitude of republies. Yer no republic ever gave a man & grander chanes.

A very large part of tho new curroni of settlement drifted within, the
immedlnte mone of my f.ucher's influence, larjely Tfor the renson sl the colonists
found him a powerful ans serviceable friend. Over a great regicn, by his wiso
Indinn policy, he had estnblished a sense ¢f securlity before tre smallpox enidemic
Snpihilateé the Indian tribes. Now the solitudes they cace occupied vore Lo bo
f11led *ith the =t.amgers from beyond the mountains. it was my father's pieusive
to lend the nmewcomers all the assistance in his yrower. Often he made them TTresents
of many head of stock, wherewith to star: business, and otherwise extendedr leportant
sarvice of a material kinde And it is needless to say that all lived in great
amity and matual regard. Fow could it ba otherwise?



Leanvhile the ralations with Mexico beceme critical again. It wae more and mare
apparent every day that the republic, with ite ever-recurring waves of revolu-

t on, would ba powerlass to hold its distant provinoe; that at no distant date
California mur* be acquired by another pover, and it become & matier of intonse, ob-
sorbing interest %o have a volice in determining under which soveroignity it was to
COMmD e F
By arrangemont a junts, or pesemblogoe of native Colifornianas, was held in
Monterey in the month of lley, 1846. lt came together as the result of much corres-
pondence and wide dlescuselon, all the way frocm BSan Liogo northward. ‘Yearly all the
old fomilies were represonted. Tho business of the Junta was abeolutely [rank

and open, without the least atempt at concealment.

Of course, here wore no hewspapers, nt reporters of enterpriee to give pub-
liety to the proceedings. There wae~ not even so much as A shorthand writer. There
was, indeeda, & writer of long hand, a sori of secretary, to keep minates or notes.
But in the strenuous events that followed soon after those dlsapreared. The loss,
indeed, was not deemed serious at the tlme, fir & better report was In many people's
heads.

All the Californinns spoke with f-ankness. The universal wish was Lo offer
either annexation or alliance with some great maritime power, able to insure pro-
teetion ané p-ofress. . But the members of the junta were divided as to which of the
great rowera It should be. A few--very few=-favored Russin. Zore favored England,
becausn she lad in maritinoe powers Others favroed France, because the French, like
purselvon, were of tho latin raco.

Wy father was tho apokesman of the advoeates of annexnticn to the Unlteu

Statos. He vas n student o all history, thoupght George Washlngton wnas one uf Lha
greaat rlipures of the world, believed In the American people and thelr high destiny.
Ee made an arpument that showed foresipht in a kigh éefromn. Jolned to any Eurppoan
rower, he sald, "Callfornia could never hope to be more than a provinée, a romote
atep-chlld, certain to be overlooked. Only by union with the United States could
we hore to be A real tart of a great wation. ’

"Sopner than angone thinks," he e.claimed. "the Amerliean continent will be
thickly peopled, from the Atlantie to the Pagiffe, and of that great country wo
Californians must form a port."

As he made this prophetle foreenst of progfress and development many rrenent
had to laugh. Iy father was always by temperament extremely sanguine. Once, before
the Ameriean occuration, he sald, In an off hand way, "Before 1 dle, 1 expect to
ride in a rol lrond conch from California to New York." That was classed by his
hearars as a very clever joke. Had he eald that he expected to ride on a rallroad
to the moon, the dien -would not have seemod moroe absurd.

Hothing In the hlatery of California <ught to be botter authentizated than
the fact of thils aspemblage. An nccount of it was printed in a Yow York publica-
tiin by Lieutensnt Revere of the United Sga' ~s navy, togothor with what purported
to be amy father's sreech. This officér was ln Lonterey at ihe time. The gather-
ing and 1ts proceedings woere affairs of common knowledge to everyone in the early
days of California. But when it came to wrliing histories, some of the iliustrious
compllers have seen Tit to declare the junta vurely fabulous. 1t agecepled without
exsmination and po thundering down the afes, while the Lruth is rejected and dis-
BLDEArS.

1 wish here to add my ovidence of the facts. 1 have talked with many nembers
of the j@nta, nll of whom are long aince dead. They told ma In vperson the stery
of the moeting of its deliberations and concluszi ms, and in all their statemonts
are substantinlly agrees. Gould all of them have éreamed these thlngs? Or could
all of them have conspired 1o perpoiunte a lle?

Concerning my father's speech at the junta, ncévocating avnexation 1o the
United States, as renorted by Lieutemant Revere, I oan give firsthand evidence

of that .

m .
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. Hotlong after the jJunta dispereed, Lleutenant Revere came to my father's home
in Sonoma. I was, but recall the inéldent very well indeed. He wished to discvee
thn story of the junta. Among other things he had & copy of my father's pro-American
spacch, talen down in  long-hand Spanish by a secrotarv; also a translation into
English. Ly father read beth with care, made & number or correcticns, moatly minor,
signed both with his initials and returnad thom to Lieutenantillevere.
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CHAPTER XII1

The advent ¢of Captain (later Ceneral) Fremont into Californmia with his com-
pany of United States troope 1s marrated 1n thls chapter. Don Vallejo tells the
siory of the dlssensicns between Governor Pico and General Castro and the rape,
by men dlalming to be acting under the orders of Fremont, of a herd of horses
intended for the command of Castro, which lod to the Bear Flag war in 1846.

¥rom very early days down to the present time, Alta California was divided,
ne alone by nature, but by the sentiment of its Iinhabitants as well, into North and
Southe This took form in 1846 in an open rupture botween Covernor Pico, who
attempted to move the capital from its anclent seat in ! nierey te Loe Angeles, and
Jose Cnstro, commander of tho army stationed at lonterey. There were active war
pravaratione on oither slde. Uy father, still an officer, but immersed In the cares
of his estates and in his coloenlzation achomosa in the north, urped Loth leadars,
in ecorrespondence theoriginales of whiech are still extant, to compose thair differences
and not to plunge the country in civil war. But he took no active slde with either
faction. :

At the samo time it was well ¥nown fr a yenr that affairs butween the
United States and Uexico were amroaching the erisis of war. Of thls, Thoman
O« “arkin, American Consul at lonterey, had Ueenapprised Ly ithe Amerlcan Secretary
af State, Jomes Buchanan. In addition to the rark of Conenl, he wnas made <on-
fidential afent of his Govermment, with instructions to conelliate by all memns
in his power the gooa will and friendship of thke mative pecopla, o thrt no fries
tion might arise in th: event of the occupatlom of Californla by the forces of the
United "tates. These Ilnstructions wore oboyed by Mr. farkin to the latter. The
spme crders were given to Commodore Sloat, who ralsed the flap at lLontorey. Had
those jusi counsels been obsoervec as well by others, there might have been another
story of those troublous timea; a poeaceful Lransfer of soverolgnty: an era of pood
will, instend of horeless rosistanco, the useless sacrifice of many lives, bitter
memories and yvears of enmity, unforiunate for ol 1 alike, but most unfortunnte for
the weaker: party.

Rumors of forelgn war caused searce o ripple among the Californians of
1946, It was true that the government of lioxlco sent orders not to permit further
American emigronts lo enter b way of the mbunlains; not an unnatural precoution
with a war Impending. ©This was sufgested in a way by Captain Cutter, who rolnted
out the dancer in & le‘ter 1o General Castro, Iln which he offered to eoculp his fort
to réecelve a garriacn of 300 soldiers and sell it to Lexico for &l16,000. A8 an
pffizer of the liexlcan government, mo one can rind fault with Sutter's actlon in
putting it on guard. Ivt it doesnot correspono with hie later profession of devo-
tion 1o the Ameritan cause. A8 a rfact, the orders of loxled vere disregarded.
Only a commirsioner was sent umong the new settlara, anviaing them to take no part
in any future troubles. MYany emiprants cams to the Napa and Soroma valleys dur-
ing the fall of 1845 ané were received by my father with every token of hospitality.
¥& gave them freely eattile and other necessarles durln; the winter, refusing in overy
eané Lo accept a prise. Among tho foreign settlers tharo wins An atmds vhore of more
prrfoand restfulness than exists tocay, for now we have other nroblems to consider,
graver than any gquestion batween this country and levico. Of eourse, there wers
soma strageling hunters, traupers, nomads, unsetlled adventurers, eAper “or any
chance to stir up trouble that might be t& thelr ultimate advantape. Eut  theso
woera a emall minority and therefore negliriile. And thers 1s not thoe lemat dosbt
vwhatever that the kind relations botwnen the Califernians and tho neweomara woa id
tnpe contimed without intersuption had it not been for what seems at this distance

the intervention of the hand of fate.



39

_ In the fall of 1845, Captaln Fremcnt, with a party of expleorers arrived
in California. Thie party crossed the Siorra in two divisions, the main body by
a southern pass and the emaller, under tha eaptaln, by what is now ¥mowr as
Emlgrant Gap. Through some misunderstanding, it woo winter before the twoe commmde
succesded in reuniting in tho nelghborhood of Sutter's Fort.

Tha presonce of oo large an armed forco of a forelgn power, of nourse, needed
an explanaticn. For this purvwose, Captain Fremont journeyed to lonterey, met
Ceneral Castro, told him his commission was to e:xplore routes to the Pacifiec for his
governmont, which was true, and asked permission to rest and provision his foroces
in California. Ee sald he would be on hle way to Oregen in the carly spring. Also
he mat Consul *“arkin, who advised Fremecnt of the political situstion and the earnest
deslre of tho [overnment at Vnshington to maintaln the mest friendly relation with
the pecple of California, General Castro promptly gave the doelired permission, with
the understanding that the forcea, should remain in Sacramento valley, the captain
acrealng that he would be on the way to Oregea In the early spring.

Grent then was the surprise of the Callifornlans when Captain Fremont, in the
month of warch, 1845, started from Sutiler's fort wostward, came down the Santa Clara
valley, acrose the mountalns to Santa Cruz, and themece, following near the const,
encamped on the Salinas river, within striking distonce of lonterey. ls it sur=-
prising that General Castro folt alarm? That he protesied Lo Comsul “arkin and rent
a firm, but temperate, messace to Fremont, resulring him te leave the department at
onea? Fromont'p sole anawer was 1o fortify a camp on what le movm as Gov: lan
reak end ralse the Amerienn flaf. Y u mast bear In mind that Lhe United States and
Mexlieo wern still In profound reace. Cnplro proceoded to ralse pndarmed Torea to
meet the invader. 3ut Lerore there was cny clash, Fremont, probably Lecauso ¢f the
urgant remonstrance of Larkin, .broke up his camp and atarted for Oregon by the nasw.
tural route--the Sacramento vallew--instead of southwnrd by San Jose, Santa Cruz
and Salinas. The latier route was A8 prolrsoue os poinmg to Orcpon vim Low York.

Fromont traveled slowly up the Sacramento vallgy, meeting many new
gottlera, to whom he dencuncad Cnatro, telling tales of momstrous wrongs and mwoe-
dicting nn immediate movement to drive Amoericans frow thelr mewly acouirzd homes in
California. In the nature of things, these reports roused alarm, coming from such a
source, and kindled the firat apark of diatrusi on the part of Lthe Amerieal eettlers
for thelir California hoata. However, he massed from Califomla Into Crogew, and the
inaident seemed closed. But In the latter part of April, he wam cvertairen by Licu-
tenant Agtnur Gillesple, while camping on Xlamaih lake. Uhat took place between the
two young officers will nover ba lmown, but at cnee Fromont nbandoned his Crogen
project and reteaced his steps Gown the Sacramento valley. FEls return at orge ro-
nowed the olmost forgotton agitntion among the settlers. ln & vopue, myatericus way,
fremont gave oul that he woas come Lo protect lhem from outrafe and murder. i once
hiz eamp become the center of the rough, roving, adventurous aplirite of the na th.

It is strange by what trifles serious avents are broupht absut. Larly. in
April Governor Pico changed tha history of the State, mnde and unmade all kinds of
men and even plaved such tricks as almbsl to ke ammn president of the Unlited
States who otherwlse would rever have been drenmel of, and, Imn many other ways, de-
monsirated the prodiglious rotency of luck.

Eunrly in-aprdl Governor: Pic) solemnly declarad hls purpose to subdue Ceneral
Castro by _arms, and was actively engoped in ralsing a little army in the south to
capture llonterey a4 occupy the northern country. Caoiro, on his yart waoz not
igla. Mg scught my father's aid, who declined to toke sides In a “ratricidal strug-
£la. Sonomn counly was fumed at the Lime for good stock, Aand it wmz naotural
enough that Seneral Castro should send njonts to that seeticn to purchase horses
for hls eavalry. About 150 were boupht, some from settlers, some from my Tahter,

and



and the anlmals were placed in charge of two young officers, Alviso and Arce, to be
transported to I nterey. Ly father advised a route by Carquinez straits, but here
agaln the hand of fete interposed. The young men determined to go by way of the
Sacramonto valley, with small thought that they were making history. They crossed
the Sacramentoe rivor at the ranche of a settler named ¥night, the place now being
known as Knight's Landing and thence proceeded leisurely down the valley to the
Cosumnes river, where they made o camp.

In the meantime, Knight at once r~de with dispatch to the camp of Fremont,
at the Junction ef the Sacramento and Amerlecan rivers, deeming it important to
advise -him of the ineid - nt. ¥ven in theose daye horses wore horses, and & band eof
150 picked animals was no inconsiderable leot. To tho rovers about Fremont's camp,
it seamed very large. Some {ifteon of these free lonces at once undertook to waylay
and capture the stock. About fifteen composed the party. Llater, they maintained that

the= acted under directlions from Fremont. On the other hand, Fremont, for obwvicus
reasons, diesclaimed all connections with the Ineldent. Anyone can take his choleo.
The fact remains that the party overtook Alviso and At'ce, relioved them of their
stock and drove the horses back to Fremont's camp.

Thus, in an act that hes an ugly name In the eriminal code, the famous Benr
Flag war began. 1 am the sole surviving witness of one of its most striking scones.




CHAPTER XIV

Tha "appropriation,” let us call it, of the horsas in charge of Alviso and
arce, described in the last chapter, at onoe fired the adventurers with a dosire
for amore kingdome to conguer. The only place of importance north of the bay wae
the little settlement at Scnoma, where my father lived. This was at ctnce selected
ag the next polimt to win glory. COne day following the return from the stock 1ift-
ing raid, the same fifteen mon, reinforced by eeven or eight others, set cut from
the éamp of Fremont with the avowed intention of selzing the town. On the way acroas
the coundtry, they were joined by several irap ers, till, when they reached the Napa
valley the party numbersd thirty-three, according to the beat accounta. None of
them were setilers. AlL wers roving adventurers, or, as Fromont himsalf described
them, "men with nothing to lose."

Sonoma had long been abandoned as o military poste There still remained
several rusty and usalees cannon &nd & few equally useless old muskets in the cuar-
tel, or barracks. Even uad these been serviceable, there was no powder or balls to
charge them witk. o one had the remotcst sense of danger. ALy gulet as a New
Ergland village, the people were onding a night's repose on Sunday night, June 14,
1646, when my Tather was roused by a tumult in front of his house, Just as the day
was beginning to down. FKe looked out and saw that 1t was surrounded by & band of
armed men. Fe could see that Lhey were Americans, but all of them were uninown.

In our home at that time were wy uncle, Salvador Vallejo; Joaeob F Leess,

a wall-known Amerlean citigen, he who milt the firat frme house in Son Franclsco,
who was paying A visit; Vietor Prudon, a Froneh gentleman of Kigh honor, holding
a nominal commisslon In the -exlean army, ut at this time domiciled in our Tamily
as a tuter. Also, I should not forget JSolano, the Indian chief. 1= addition,
wore my mother, with several children of bolh mexes, among them myarlf.

Uy father guleted ny mother's fears, dressed himaelf, cpened tir front door,
and inguired of the men vhat they wanted--what was thelir mirpose. Lo one mnevered
at first. Tho party was without a leader, rurely a go-as-youplease concern.
Finally a huge Kontuckian, Ir. Hobert Semple, found a volee and told General Vallejo
that they were aciing under orders from Captain Fremomt to solme and hold the W llage
of Sprnema. Ly father, of course, believed this to mean that wa. had broken out
batveen the United States and «axico. He laso was gratified to be Aassured that the

‘men ware acting under milltary orders and not a mers band of outlaws, Be agrend

at onece to meel & conmittee and draw up terms of cApitulation. Three men stepped
forward and entered the housa. Dr. Semple, who had variéus accomplishments, beling
al once a dontlst, a tyvesetter and editor, conduoted the megotiations, and drew

up the naceassary papers. Thoso promised asecurity of life and property for the
inhabitants and liberty for ry Iather on parole. The @ cuments themselves are still
presarved. On the slgnature, my fakher surroncered his keys 1o the yublle property,
such as 1t was, and thoupght that part of the Ineldent closed.

In the meanvhile, somothing was going on outside. The men olected one of
their mombers e-ptuin. This was n rather alderly, crack-bralned enthusiast called
William lde. XYe was a preat deélaimer, could make specchesz of hours's duralion on
any subject, mnd his heed wos full &f & thousand wild schemba to ravoelullonlze so-
claty and so) up an ldeal government. Halling to Inpress the radvple of Lhe Zastern
seatoard, he hnd driftes to the Paclfic Cozrt in search of more corponinl sceuee.

Ide seema Lo have been the one man of the rarty lnspired by apparently dlsinterested
motives, :
Bui, as soon as lde was clothed with suthority, he at onece vroceeded to
upsat ihe arple cart of Ur. Semple anc the comnittee. Intering the house, he claims
to have found the American contin ent comfortably drunk, victirs of the poteney of
the General's "vino." This charge my father always violently denicd. Tho fact
remains, however, that Ide cancelled all agreements, refused to accept my father's
rarole  nng,,while he disclalmed Fremont and proclalmeg @0 independent rerublic,
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nevertheless docided to send him, my uncle Salvador end Vietor Pruden to the
American captaln as mrisoners of war.

Tp thie arrangemant my father wes by no means averse. He did not pguestlion
that an army officer would at once grant an honorable parcle and also give assur-
ance of protection for hie foamily, greater than the irresponsible band eould grant
even if they would. So, he set out under fuard to the camp of Fremont with a
E00d heart. With Lhe party also went Lhe American guost, vYacob P. Leese, to vouch
for my father If that were needful, as thoe leadsr of the Amerlean mrty in Celifornis

During the early part of these proceedings, 1 mas having my early morning
nap. When 1 awoke, 1 was esurgrrised Lo see .o much doing around the house on a
Sunday morning. Lany strange men wers outside, in etrange looking clothes. The
poople of the little tovn seomed much exéited. 1 remeomber thinking it was lots of
fin.

1 remembor very well socolng my fatker rlde away with a number of men.
He seemed qulite content as he waved hls adols to hle family and the villagers.
Ee told everyons he would return in four days. But, as it hepponed, thae four
days lengthoened into nearly two mgnthsl

Alsu, I remamber very well '‘a man painting the figures of an animal on a
ploce of cloth. 1  wanted to declare mysclf in on ihis delljhtful jJob. Tho man
was very disturbed In his work b the wind, whiech ruffled tha eloth. Do 1 stood
cn ona corner of 1t, to kold it down. Thus, without intent, l alded in making the
Bear Flag, one tking In my life in which 1 have never taken any pride.

dy father arrived tho second day at Frowmont's oamp. Very rmach to hies ourpriae
tha captain received him wilth frent austerity, dlsclaimed all connection with the Hear
Flag reople, told iim he was the eaptive of an "outraped people,” rafused to aeccopt his
parole and then, with strange incomsistency, he turned the prlsoners over to his cwn
men And ordered them Lo close confinemant in Sutter's fort. This order, for some
roason, also included the Amorican eltizon, Jacob Loese. To these were addod lator
my mother's Lrotker, Julio Carillo, who ecame with & flag of truce bearing an orven
lgtier for my father, to asswre him of his safety. Also another messanger, Jose
W riega by rame. These slx men wore confinec in one small room, entirely dewold
of furniture or bedding, with mo provislon for cleanllness or sanltatlon, served
with the coarsast and moet unwholesomo food, for noarly two months, during moat
of the time without the right of communicating with friends. To appeals for simple
Justice, Cajtain fremont never gave a roply. Tho release wvas finally affected throug!
the active exertions of Captain Lontgomery of the United 5tates frigate Fortsmcuth,
add ' of American Consul 2. 0. lLarkin. These offered such representationa to Com-
modora Steckton, who succeeded Commodore Sloat a few doys arter the flag ralsing,
that an immediate order for the relesse of the prisoners was made. My father
relerned L0 A home partly plundered, wilth cattle and horses driven away--almost
witk 1ifo to bogpin anew.

Such is the history of the Lour Flag war, s0 far as my ovm recollections
g0, and so Tar as it touchod the ‘.‘hlle,jn famllys That it prew out of ambitlons
nlone born In the busy brain of Captain Fremont, calm in.estlgntlon and cool Judg-
moant loave no double. Jor rensons of hls ovwn, he was dotermined lo atart grave
trouble with the Callfornlans. Ho marely usod pome vough characters tc carry out
his ends. A8 sooi ns the movementwas fairly started, he at once took command,
shouldering out with scant coremony podr olé windy lde, who spont the remainder
of his Iifa derounciny him. Xever did luck so fovor an Indisidusl. Withoui the
war with Loxleo, of which he had no ¥nowledge, ilhe posit’on of Fremont, as an
unprovoked ag) ressor on & friendlyrecple, wouldhave subjocted him Lo Lhke severest
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Ponalties. When, three weeks later, the flag wae ralsed at Lgnterey, the captain
was not yet out of the woods, by any means. Vhen he presinted himself with hls
batellion: o volunteers, both Commodore Cloat and American Conscl Larkin dlsavowed
his aects and declined his cooperation. But in a few days, along came Commodore
Stockton, to whom the naval command of the Pacific wos trameferred. The new chief
at onee fall In with Fremont's views, accepted his men as volunteers in the United
States army, and the conguest, !nestead of the peaceful occupation, followed.

Never éid gambler or adventurer win a greater nrize.. Though Fromont was
brought East by Ceneral Hearmey under arrest, and was court martisled and dismissed
from the army, fate, through one of ite vaparies, made himthe great pomular ¥ ol
of the generation, the inspliration of many novels, and the dima novel literatura
of the day. This fame Lrought him wealth, a -Senatorship and almost landed him
in the Presldency. The truth about Fromont is nerely this: He waoes 8 man of Tine
personal habits, great industry, unguestioned courage, dashing, imaginative, and,
when cceaslonserved, genial and magnetic. On the other hand, he was arbl trary,

s rackeless, and recognized nmo law but his own will. Pls whole life shows it.

He waa expelled from college in his youth for (ross insubordinatiovn, was crahlared
from the army for the same causs. In the Civil War, when given a great cormand

\¥ Prosident Lincoln, he tried to repeat the Celifornia game, and issued proclama-
tions without puthority that would surely have throvn all the border States into
cooperation with the South. 1t was only by the prompt disavowal by President
Loncoln and the removal of the general that o movement was prevented which might
have been fotal to thh Unlon cause.

Ag Tor my father, he was too broad A man to confuse the great American peopls
whom he ao much admired, with the acte of an lrresponsible band of adventurars.
Ee readily forgave the particlpants, 1 think, but never forgot the indignitles he
suffsred, nor the sense of vounded pride.
All impartial writers nnd students unite in pronouncing the Boar Flap
reavolt as the -ost unpleasent srot in the hilstory of California So far from aiding
In the acoulsition of California, it was a frave obstacle in the way, absolutely
preventing the peaceful occunallon of the State as rvlanned by Larkin and Eloat,
and coat many lives and a heavy financial buriem on the government. These were
tha direct conseguences. Thoe indirect are too numerous Ly even mention.
California has many noble Incldents in its hlstory. It is slrange that cne
has been snlncted for cenoniration Lhat will never bemr a cione analysla of facts.
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CHATTER XV

The fate of Solano, the chief of the Suysun Indians, 1s the burden of thils
chapter of Ir. Vallejo's reminiscences. Deemod deand by all hls acgualntances,
the warrior sarprlesed the Vallejo Jamlly by making hie reaprearance inthe
Sonoma Valley in 1858. He had been gone twelve years, ané his wanderinge
hnd probably taken kim as far North as Alaska.

While I am on the subjeet, I will tell the lart chapter in the life
of the moted Indlen chief Solano. Ve left him in my father's house at the
fime of the fenoral's ¢apture by the Bear fleg warricrs. Tho old man 4Gi¢ not
understands All hie savage loralty wans nblaze. EHe was trembling with oxcite=
ment. Fearing somo outbreak, my father addressed him briefly in the Zuysun
languagao, telling him briefly to depart, or, as we put it, to mako Limself
seorce. Trioe to his habite of dlscipline, the chief obeyed. But from & distance
hie een oye watched what followed. He saw my father leave, surrounded by armed
mon. Ee thought he wan being led awny to execution, and, inpassionate deapair,
turned his faee to the wildernoas and was lost.

It gecmed ns if the earth had yawned and swallowed him. “Then my Tather
raturnad to Sonocm from his enptivity at Sutter's Fort, he made a scarching
inguiry to leavn someihing of Solano's fate. Far avway Inte the mountains the
inguiry oxtended, btut tho esrth said naupht. Xo ono had seen him after tho event-
*ul June 14. In time, he was thought of only ns one dead. iost believed ho hai
periehed by his own hand, seeking, like some wild animlas, a lonaly spot to die,
where his bones might remain unsoen a=nd undisturbed. ;

Ie loft behind him o «ife, lnown by her Christian name lsadora. Also
three daughters, called in Stysun Ahmahee (“Rechbird"), lthladatee, a pot word
for robbit like cur word "bunry," and Clelthalee, "Fome Girl."  They were not only
pretiy, but real beuuties, of o splendid type of womanhood. They wore nttached
to my mother's housekold. lone of them ever marrieds All of them died youmns,
more from sadness ond worlé-wearinesa than from any ill of the flesh.

Twolve years aftor the Bear raid, in 1858, 1 was sitiing with my father
and mtihor on the porch of our new home, Lacryma ionte, ot Conoma. Nandsome
grounda asurroundes the residence. ‘A long driveway reached fromthe building o
ike rond. As woe aat there, a gigantic figure of aman approached, clad in tatterod
elotheos. Suddenly ry father started and looked intemtly. The next moment he
wae tearing dovn the rathway anc grasped the big man*a hand.

1t wnas Sulano, sure enough, older, but much the ameé. for onco, the
lndian stollidity was ovorcome. Tears wero streaming down hilsrugied face ns he
anid: .

*Spnor, I have comd to offer you my sarvices agnaln."

All through tha afiernoon and Tar inte the nilght the chiel mnd my father
talked togethor, recnlling memories of tho distant past, whon all thoough the
valleys of Sonoma, laps and Soiano the wildernees was unbroken save around ile
1ittle settlements of Sonoma=--when the two steod shoulder to showlder, fighting
the battle of civilization.

This was, in brief, Solano's story of his flight. Convinced of my father's
death, he had plunged into the wilderness, hoping never to see the white man‘s
face ugein. le wandered northward through Yregun, through Woshington, deep Into
the wilderness of 1he British Possessions. Fe must have traveled iuto Alaska,
for he sroke of'a land where it was somotimes dight, somelimes dark, all day.

-
N i I . [ bl |



45

Alwayes ho was searching for a nalion worthy to be ruled In the good old
Indisn vay, but nevor found pay to his liking. At last he ventured back to
Californla and wae much surprised to learn that my father was not only very mach
alive, tut also a big chief, surrcunded by many people. And vhere there wera oo
many pecple, he sarmised thers must also be plenty of pocd fightings So, he had
Hastensc to offer the service of hls mlighty arm. He wae shocksed, and rorhaps
chagrined, to learn that everyons was at peace.

“While they wern talking, an incident happened that illustrated the ready
wat of Solano. The story wos once a classic in the north bay country.

A friend of my mother living in the nelghuorboosd, the wife of iajor Snyder,
had besn very 1l1l, but was convalescing. As o token of her good,will, vhils the
veterans wers talking ovor thelr var taleg, my mother made ready a little hasket

of delicaclec, such as mpy tempt a returning appetite, and om top of all she
placed what vms both novel and pelatable--two beautiful lunches of vhite grapes.
Thoy were the sole product of a cutting from o vineyard on the Rhine. Dark irapes
wore plentiful eno.gh, but thkose seem to lmve been the first vhite grapea ever
rolised in the Sonoma valley, and therefore sure to cateh the slick lady's facny.
The baske: belng neatly o~ red with a eloth, she pave It to o llttle Indlan pirl
called Salamia, together .th a note for lra. Snyder.

Iiow, Snlamla was not different from other little girls. She wanted to ses
what was In the basket. Sho lifted the cloth, wns ruch astonlshed when she saw
grapes o” whitieh color, tusted one and found it dolielous, tasted another and
found it better still. Tiell, when Salamia reached the home of Lrs. Snydor there
ware nt grapes; that is to esny, they  were transferred to the messenger's interior

Presently Salamla roturned to our housa with a very pleasant note af thanks
from ilre. Snyders She mentioned several things in the basket that gave her syecial
rleasure, but not a word about the beautiful white grapes. Ly mether was puzrled.

"Salamia,” she sald, "did you go direct to the house of Lrs. Snydery"

"Iga, Senora,™ said tke little Indian girl.

"Lid youput down the basket and stop to nluy with any childrent»

"o, Senora,™ replied Salamia, agnln guite truthfully.

"Salamia," asked my mother, with some aasverity, "do yru know what huprened
to the white groyoes 1 placed in the baske tT"

"iio, Jenord," she answered, but there was just the yhost of a ouaver in
har volue that ¢éid not alude the wily Incdlan chiaef.

"You are Iylngy” he snld. Yo selzed Snlamin by the back of the head,
openeéd hor mouth ané the next moment 2 big Solano fingar was rushed Jown her
throat. The glirl gogeed and retched. Nalire would not be donied. With a
mighty heave, she dl scharged about a half & gallen of white giapes. Selano
folded hle arms In regnl dignly.

"Behold the proof," he aald.

Yy father always maintained that this was tlo best fllustration of =ntis-
factory clrecumstantinl ovidencn he khad over coma ACross.

Solnno remained at the Vnllejo residonce for several days, renewing old
acounintances. He loft to vislt some Suysun lndians near what is now known as
Gorgelias. This time he did not return. He ¢ied atL Cordelia, Jjust How we were
nover able to learn, and was buried Liere. YNany years afierhls remains were
exhuned and hls siull is now in the pessession of Lr. Topley, a arugglet of
Vellejo. Ly Tfalher always sald that, In the rupped human virties, he hed never
met A botter man than G lef Tolano.

Inhy of the older Suvsun lndians lived on my father's land around Soncma,
and all their wante vere carefully vrovided for as a duty he owed tc friends.
0l¢ Tomo was the lnstto drop from life, im 18680, ns near maa I can remember. Ne
o beenme guite & musiclan, aspired 10 be a poet in the Sursun tongue, and-even

wrote verses in Spanish that were not half-bad. ¥o was widely ¥nown ns a rhilospher

and a grent repository of ancient lore, taking much pride in his distinetion. Very
peacefully at last, he went to sleep +.th his father.

-
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CHAPTER #V1

The treaty of Queretaro, determining the political status of California, and
the subseguent discovery of pold, compleately changed the aepent of things in the
new sattlement. The newcomers had litivle respect for the titles of the old owners
and legal strife began that has lasted almost o the present day. This ls the bur-
den of the presont chapter of Dr. Vallejo's narrative.

The latter half of the year 1846 was not a2 pleasant one for Callfornians,
vat the reslstance forced by the Boar Flag revolt was easlly crushed. On larch
5, 1847, Ceneral Kearney, military povernor of Cnlifornla, was able to say this in
his report to the Seecretary of War at Uashingtont

"The Californians are now guiot, ond 1 will endeaver te keep them so by
mild and genile trentment. Had they receivea this treatment from the first, I
believe there would have been no resistance. But they were cruelly ané shamefully

abused by our own neople, both here and on the Sacromente, by our own irrepular
volunteers. Had they not reslated, they would have been unwort!'s of tho name of
mirl

Of course, there were still rumors of uprisings, mostly Inspired by lntercated
motivoa, jJjust as wo have remors of foreifm vard today to help the aale of armor
plate and guns. But the truth iz, Cnlifernla was mever more undlisturbed than during
the yoar that preceeded the discovery of pgold.

Ilo one was better pleansed than my father when the news of tho troaty of
Guerelaro ceme, whereby Califcrnia beecams forever a rart of the lUniled States. Under
the rule of «axico he ¥new that the case was horvaloss. Ferm war o fulfillment of
all hiskopes. Ye net himesolf at once sbreast with the forward movement and war thence-
forward th’ most enthusiastic Yankee of them all.

Then come the miphty gold rush. ie swapt over California like a tidal wave,
under which the netive people were submerged. A more experlenced race might well have
atagpered asd gone énwn with the sheck. OF the Californians, many, wmowing litile
mora than chiloran of the big movirg world and ite ways, come to the end of thelr
rope, there and thon acoulred the wild habite of the day, and often parted for n
trifle with land that later came to Lo of immense wvalue. But still 1t was surprising
how many Kept their hends, hanging %o thelr roasessions with tenaciiy nnd shrewdnoss.

Better results might hovo followed hod a sulck sctilement of land titles Leen
arrangec. The treaty of (uerelaro confirmed Califerniane in all the riphkts andland
irants mado by the goverrmment of Lexico. DBut mome of the grants wero most snunfinitnly
described. Also, soma grants were issued by Plo Pico after he rad been dercsedas
Governor mda were fruudulently antedated. All were subject Lo survey and final confirm-
aticn. Yad my father's warmlng te the govarnment of wexleo boon heedod, Lo make
an Instrumontal survey cof each rancho or grant, and place monumente on the corners,
all this later confusionm would nave been avoleed. Aslt wac, “sguatiers" soliled on
nearly avery grant, vnst sums were spent In litigntion, titles of the mnst Imporiant
lands were clouded for more than a fencration, and, in the end, everyone was broke--
rxernt the lasyears. Those who began n logal flpht very aeldom finished it. The
firht, and ihe properiy, passed inlo other hands. XZven ioday, alter aRixty=Tive years,

ochoess fromthe olé Spanish land-grant lmwsuits are still hemrd, to indlenie that
they are not yot cxactly dead. 4 large portion of my Tather's greatl foriune mas
swallowod wy in the vast coat of defending many sulta.

Cenecrsl Vallejo always had a deep conflidence that the head of the bay of
San Franclsco would bocome by nature o ° the cmmter of o grent ropulntion. In his
later years, when someone had & laurh at hie elpense as a poor prophet, he used to
say that the lewh would be the other way 1If the jJocular verson lived lomg enourh,

L



for he wo.ld surely sce a great clty on the stralts from Vallejo around the bay to
Pinola. -He made few predictlions concerning California's greatness that did not
finally come true. And we can see now a very clear outline of his great eity on
the north bay shore.

Current hiastory tells that Lr. Semple was the firet to note the advantages
of Benicla and its nighborhood as the site for a large commercial clty. These are
ocbvious enough. Commanding the one cutlet for the commerce of a vast valley, with
deep water surrounding , anyone with a breadth of mind might well hove marked {ts
oprortunities. I cannot tell whe was the Tirst, but I have documsnts to show that
as far back as 1835 my father had marked it as a future townaite, long before Dr.
Semple ever thought of Cal fornia. Also, history states that Dr. Semmle and formar
Comsul Thomaa 0. Tarkin wnre the founders of Banlela. Now, the true facts are
thase:

In the spring of 1847 my father, who then owmed all the, land for many miles
around the bey north of the sipalts of Carocuiner, made a rough plan of the futurs
town. Lr. Semple owned and edited in lonterey the first vaper ever yublished in
California, which wna moved early in 1847 Lo San Prancisco. There he and my father
remewad an acousintance, not commenced in the most friendly way. The doctor was one
of the Bear #flag ralders, but also one of the party who engnged to release priscners
on parole, until overruled by the new leader, ldo. At all events, they became
friends, and my fathér outlined his projeet for the new elty on the straits.

Inrkin was also conrulted, and, as an upshot, the two a;reed to nct as selling
agents, at an lmmense commission, tc place the new town rrorverty on the market.

The site was regularly surveyed in stroets, blocks anc lots. It wer first
eallia¢ PFranclsen--one of my mother's Chrlatian namoa, Lut as that seemad t2 elash
with the new deeifnnticn of the cove of Yorba Buena, it was chinped to another of
my mother's names--Beniela--the bleat. Here, in the latter yart of 1847, was seen
thea Tirst real eatate boom in Califernin.

In thelr new business these gentlemen rroved nnyrthing but pikers. Dr. Tomple,
an irrapressible enthusiset, in order to prove his faith in Benlein and his ecatomnt
for its rival on the Golden Gate, vresented (o B friend half a black of landin
San Francisco, now Its business centor--a fact that the donor .né hLis friends had
ample resson to lament. The twe boosters ralsed a turult without a rarallsl among
tho sparse populatioh around the bay, so that peopla fatrly climbed over each other
in & made emulaticn to buy lots at a fancy price. Fouses were hastily erected and
before tho end of 1547 Benleln aasumed the proportions of a vrospersus litile Toa-
tern town, In overy sense A commetlitor of Sen Franelseo.

Had Cnlifornia grown only by the development of the grest valley resources
it is hard to say what might hnve been the relative lmportance of the two towna.
Cortainly Eonicla had a metrorolitan chance. DBut along esme the great fold dis-
covery, the wvnat rush of gold-soekers, and the tide of commerce driftec to the nenr-
eat harboer. There centered wenlth, roscurces, the greal depots of sumlies, fixing
Jforevor the center of populniion, capital and social life for Californim. Neverche-
less, Benlela wars not entirely overlookeds It kad tle honor of belng the temporary
eapital of the 5 fte. The sams ean be sald of tho eity of Yallejo. My father always
kad a rardonable’'rride in Loth these cities. Spoaking of them he used tn say,
"0ne is myaslf, the other my wife.m

But we who live around the 3ay of San Francisco have no room Tar loeal
Jealousicss All the grent region ie good, nll has the cértalniy of a splendid Tuture
1 have bheen a8 freat iravelsr, am familiar with many lands and have seen nothing to
gompare in everything ¢esirable bty man witk the country that locks down ou the falr
Bay of San Frencis¢o. The time is near at hand wien It wiil be kivwn not only as
tha Pearl of the Paciflie, but of the whole world--trezt not slone in wemlth and



populaticn, but as the home of a splendid race of men ané women. This, perhaps,

l may not live to mee, for though my heert is young, my years are meny.
all unite, while tima remainas, to spesd whore "manifest destiny” rointa.

i i - w - ——

Bui let us
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CHAPTER XVII

Reminiscences of early San Francleco, of his father's hospltality at his
Sonome homa, of acgualntances mde thers whe laler became famouns in the Civil
war, fill this chapter of Llr. Vallejo's story. Iln partleoular he corrects a libel
on hies father piven publicity in a recent so-called history of California.

In 1845, '49 and "60 I visited more than once the freat new city of San
Franclseco, first of tents, then of wooden shacks, they, &5 by a miracle, petrified
into great btulldings of brick and stone. I shall mot try to add any thing to the
huge literature descriptive of those stirring days. But I do want to correct a
hoary fictlon that San Francisco, or any of the large settlements of California,
wora sver Eveleas Edena. That might have been true {or & weck or so of soma shift-
ing mining camp in the mountains. But the »arn sbout the great crowd worshipping
the first woman in San Francisco, the wild tummit of joy that seized Llts people when
the first baby bawled on tha streets--all these are to be classed with the pretty
myths of dreamland. I can bear witneas that women are vary much in evidonca at
avery stage in early San Francisco, also in Sacramento. Of course, thoy wera far
less numerous than men, and in proportion both admired and prized. Children, also,
ware naver in the showman'se claas. They were Lo be seon om every slde, In every stogu
of develorment, from Lhe baby in the nurse's arms upvard, and the infant's cry was
never ona to conjure with or arouse emotion of any sort in the homesick heart of man.

iy father never was a mlner-=beyond "grubstaking" some needy adventurers here
and there--good natured,win or lose investments im which he broke nearly even, as
we say. He had ouite enough with his own affnirs and in the public work of organfis-
Ing soclety and government. Ho waz elocted a member of the frirst Constitutional
eonvention and helped to frme the State's “undamental law. Also, he served In the
Logislature that put the Conatitut!on Inlo effeet. So, inn constructive way, he
left his i=press on Lho country's oarly history.

As n leading Hispano=-American it was his pleasume to meet nlmost all the
great picneers, and better acorunintance only incronsed his lifoe-lung admiraticn of
Amerlcan charagtor. In particular, the choorfu. way thoy undertock the seemingly
impoasible and won out filled him with wondorment.

dany weara afte-wards, when in Vashingion, L. C., he mnde the acguaintance
of Fresident Lineoln, wiih whom he had¢ many a eovclable hob-nob. Ono doy, afier a
long talk on the wenderful accompdishments of the ploneers, a Lreak came In the
converaation and Gararal Vallels remarked, In a suslng way:

"ir, Fresidont, 1 hope a lot of vur Amorican people will go to hell before
you and 1 get there.”

1 some surnriase at such an uncommon wish, the Presldéent asked brielly, "Whyt"

"Bocause,” sald my fathar, "the Americans will change tho eclimate, plant
troes, iniroduce Iirrigatlien, Mlld rallroads, maito evervthing cheerful and rleasant,
and by tho timo we get there we can ait down at a marble topped table and eat lce
eranm."

Prosicent Lineoln thought well emough of this description to rereat It nes a
glever Vallejc saying before a large awwemblage of frlends.

In the early days of tho ¢olé rush my father owned one of the few well-
aprointed homes around the Bny of San Francisce at Scnoma, basides large haclendas
on his v-rious grants. A8 & great lover of socini intercourse, it was hls pleasure
to entertain his new-made friords.’ To corrospond with hls ldeas of hospitality,
he literally kept omen house, with n larder stocked for any ADOr{ency. What was
parhaps more to the point, he secured the services of a fins Fronch cook. Almost
erery rman of prominence among the pioneers 1 can remember as a fuoest under the
vallejo roof. And as o final tost of friendshlp, good will and alliance, hie
gaughtera were given In marriafe 10 Anericans.



A milltary man himself, he waa mich intoreated in the aplondid West Point officens
who eamp with the regular troope. Among these wore three of the younger peneru-
tions Thelr names wore Grant, Sherman and Sheridan. [ore ahar cnce I have secn ihe
threa of them togather at the old Sonoma homeatead, little droaming that in about
a doepade they world be racking the world llke o eradle, making a great papo in
human histery. They were in tho bloom of youth and manly viger, fond of cutdeoor
life, In love with the freedom of the F,.r ‘ast. Thoy wersalwaye cager for thm
chase, alwaye reacy to Join parties for big gwme--the grizzlles prefarreod, althouph
elk was not deelined. Lioutonant Phil Sheridan and my father became social chums
and a friendehip sprang up between them that terminated only with death; aleo n
corrospondence that covered nearly thirty years, some of which Is still preserved.
it made vosslble a very neculiar incident in my father's life. During the
Civll War, attention to his great interasts, imolved in litigntion, roouirec his
pranenge in VWashington for two years. Hila three young military friends were now
raridly rising as the greatest generals of modern tiwes. Thoy romembered very
will thelr old Cnlifornia entertainer. Thoy invited him to thelr respeoctive
campa and he was there able to grotify an inclination to see military service on
a rrang scole. Connected with the siaff of these throe penerals, ne witnesped
soma of the most biltierly contested battles of the war. At Washington they se-
cured him a coérdial receptitén and geheral ehtreo; includibg an Intimate personal
ncgualntance with Prosident Lincoln. 1t might be wall to mention kere that 1
glac anw service as & yeung surgeon onthe FPederal side. Among other actiona, 1
wag at the first battle of Bulls Run, where 1 w oo among those who "also zan."
My leg work woe adémirable in my youth. :

Lariano Guadalupe Vallejo has been almost a quarter of a contury dead,
By directlion of the Stale of California, hia purtrnlt wme ordered painted and hung
in the pantheon st Sacramento. be wne made an hororary member of the Order of
Lhative Sons. Tke Pioneors spread on their minutes a toucking tribute to his life
nnd character. In oilher words, he rocelved =11 the honora falrly due Lo a career
of usefulneas anc windly personality. 35ut, dthin a year his memory has been
azeailed with o malles and libvel almest wi.: .t a parallel. Inthe purrorted hie-
tory of Cnllfornin by John A. LeCreaty, a ploncer of 1910, Cenernl Yallele ia
coscribed ns thea greatest monster of aruelty that ever lived. A wolrd tnle s
toldg of a battle with o youlh of 21. =wmanced as alfarer or snslpn. Uany hundrod
Indians, he says, surrendered =it ahnpp Tifht, undoer promlse of Immunity.
Then, nter they were dienrmed, ihn in{ eneifn orderod Lhem rut tec death with
indigeribable torturen. Tte womon & 4 children wore drogged bekhing horses, and
finally hung with grapevines. satker luran, ¢f the Santa Clara mlssion, saya
YeGroety, appealed to Covernor Leheandis, for Justiee apalnst the perretratora
the masafore, but no heed was nalid 1o his ofrnoat representrtions.
Such a vielous ealummy carrles with 1t, ita ovm refutation. It exirted
purely In the LeGroaty mind. The atory told by the Zoxiean archives or recorcs
fe alrples 1In Lhe yenr 1829, my father, in command of o small body of soldlers
and one cannom, wns sent Lo panish o anvape band on the San Jonquin , the members
of which had commitied many demreadations. Thore was some sharp fighting, tha
indians dispersed and the soldlers returned to thelr barracks. Scme time later
a Spanish soldier Ly the name of ‘ene showod & élary vhich stated that six lndian
prisoners-=thred men and three women--kad Loon hung, 9ither with ihe Mmovladpe or
consent o the commnder. Fathor luran, hearing this report, asked Governor Zch=
eanclia 1o Imestigate the Tacta, and the Govermor at once aypjointed & court martila,
over =hich Lisutenant =artines preaidod as Tlseal. ATter a searching inguiry, the
fiscal reporled, entirely exonerating ry father, Lut found that two lndians-=-a man
and A woman--had becon *unjustifiably killeé™ by a soldier named Joaguln Alvardo.
And to prove that it was no whitewashing affalr, Jomoulin was sentenced to be ahot.
1f there was anyiling in my fakher's life descrving praise, it was his adg-
nirable policy of comciliation mnd firmmess in dealing wilh the savage races. At a

tima when en Indimn's 1ife was loss valued than a ' :
of humenity. 8 hare's, he offered o high oxamyle




CEAPTER XVI11I

Dr. Vallajo in thls cahpter dlscusses the olements that entered into the
formaticn of the California peopnle, th particular referenca to the people of
the north. He traces in them the splerdid courage of those who followed Junlpero
Sorra into the wildernese to save men's souls, and the sturdy manhood of those
who flocked to the new El Deradeo after the conguest.

Two great homan movements rut California on the map. To each the bast blood
of the world was offored.freely. The firet movement hod for its inspiration o
highly wrought religlous anthusiasm. For the saoke of s2 ing souls of saveges,

" the little band that foilowed Father Junipero Serra eagerly engaged in an enter-

nriso that seemed to Invite inevitabla destruction. Just eight-elight persona
comprised the first party, of whom afighteen were priests and some were women and
childrens They cama to a country known to be thlokly peonled, but which hzdnot

been visited for more than 150 yonrs, so that nothing was knovm with cortainty concers-
ing the charactor of the inhabltante. Vere thoy warlike, aoppressive, resentful

of the presence of strangors? Thon, most assuredly, the doomef all was sealed.

They had no ships for flight, sinece the party came overland. The resistance of

such o handful, even with the advantage of firearms, would have been hopoless

agninet overpowering odds--hundrede opainst ono.

It matter not whet may be a man's race or religion, we all have a common
admiration for evervthing fine in human natvre. And 1 ean think of nothing finer
in history tkan the Impulse that prompted theso mon to offer thelr lives in an
effort to aave the souls cf men they had never met. Derhapa, from your reliplous
viewpolnt, the conversicn of savnjes Lo Lke faith of the Catkolle church may not
have betsared Lholr conditlon. But, aven thewn, the motive of the yadres ond of
their no leas pnihuslastiec followers represented in the hiphest Torm A noble ap-
erifice of self Tor cthars.

With thke atntely rreclalon that marked the movem nts of Spaln in the Ilew
world, we have a complete Listory, kert in Glary ferm of all events in California,
from ‘the day of rather Jerra's arrival to thefinal tranefer to authority to the
Rerublie of =exien. Ve know, therefore, whal small reinforeemoente of Lhe Vispone-
smarlean stock came Trom Zexleo; but theae ceasnd bLefore 1000. The E200 or TN3D
Californiang, the approximate number ail the tlre of the American occupaticon, were
descendants of thore earnesi mon ané women whe glacély risked thelr lives In the
snirit of magn’flcent egelf abnegation, willing to suffor death iteelf If i1 Llrought
snlvation to thelr fellowa. Such n slock as that Is alwavs pood.

1t may seem atrange how from two or three hundred there came to be perhars
7000 Californians whon the flag :as r~lsed at lonterey. That ia very almple. The
emilation then wne Lo nmake familles large, not smll. Ly father and mother had
aixteen childran, which waa far from unusual.

2ka ploncoers of 1849 had a different inepiritlun, Bal 1 sm not ohe of those
who believe tiat sold-procd was the maln incentlve that brought n suarter of a
million veople in o vear to the Pacific Coast. it was far more the spirit of
adventure, of daring, of the wnrm, genarcus Lloocd coursing Lhrough the velns of
youthe. Tiey say the averayv ape of those sho came in the year 104% was not over
twonty-threos The finest botdy of young men ever gathered in one pl-ce met In
Califernia, in the twe or three vears follinwing the £old discovery at Coloma. 1
gan 21111 reenll them, locklng bLadk ncross the mists of slxty-rive years. They
soem more like a rnce of glants than of men. And they rode Californin famous oulle
as much for thelr almost ineredible accomplishments as fop ts fold. Thenover any
undartaking of titanle proportion was proposed it beenme common the wokld over lo
aay,"That sounds ‘ust like Califorzia."



’ So wo have two distinet starting poinks of mopulaticn. COne very amll,
ons very grect, and both inepired Ly the highest instlnets of humanity. As in
everything else in life, the larger vill absorb the lesper, to form in the and
a homogencous whole. S0 far as name poes, the FHispano-Americans have already lost
mich of thelr fdentity. Thelr daughters hnve married largely with the later-comers.
,They left many despcendants, but they are no lenger knovm by Spanish hamase; they
are Zmiths, Erowvn and Thites. The small boye are no longer Juans, Joses and
Pedros. But you ean still trace in thelr bright young Coces Lhe old Castilian
iype. And you will find, no young people of our | eneration more proud of thoir
gountry, morr ambitlous to make gcod, than those who cleim a kinshiy with the
followers of Father Junireroc Sorra.

At least half the pnpulntiﬁn around the bay and In the preat valleys can
trace its ancestry, or a part of it, back to those who came to our State prior to
1860. Iln thom remains mauch of the spirit of thelr fathers, tranamitted by descert,
tofpather with mach that made them lovable. In all our great arfalrs of life you
will Tind them alweys doeminani. Thie la why wo of the norih aro stlll Californiena;

why those of the south ure not.

It is sald by some that the Rispano-imericans 1oTt no tracoe on tha later
institutions of Colifornim. With that stntoment I meat bog to disagree. True,
thay were not able to show themsolves at their best. Somo ylolded to the reckless
temptatione of the fold age. Others had thoir handa and brains nceupled in 1iti-
gaticn and spuntier troubles, prowing out of the mighty influx of im-lgratlion.
S0, in o constructive way, they did not shine. Thoy were not amng the men who tore
down mounteins nno performed other miracles. They did wnot bulld rallways, construct
transceeanie slemmars or orpganize vasl Industliresl All of this e very Lruel

doavartheless, the Callforniana left o deop Impresaslcon on aur socianl 1ife,
and 1 trust 1t may be permanont. You have all heard of the hespltality eof Csllifornia,
which becnme famous t' roughout the world and ls still one of the pleasant customs
in our State. Lo you know whore that came from? It was nelthar more nor lesathan .
a continumnee of the broad, patriarchal, nlmost sacred hablt of the Canliforniana
and of the early settlers Trom abroad to weleoma the stram er within their pates.
Thoso friendly customs the warm-hearted ploneers with eaperness embraced, onlarged
in some directi:ne and made them tho unwritten law of the land. There ia 50 other
country in tho world where the word "welcome" 1a displayed s0 large on = many
homes, 4t 22 Lhislirgo brotherhood thot makes wa love our Stato: thal makes the
wandorer ionosome and engear io return.

Agoin, Lo tha old Callfornimna, everything In thelr brautiful young world on
Lhe Panelfie Const locked bripht, and, being by nature of a Joyous dleposlitien, thoy
eaaily made their lives match their surroundings. 4t ia a commen Sranish saying
that it serves better to bo hapiy than pod, and so floomy shadows meldom were allowed
Lo lengthen in the Hispano-Californiana' komas. They were great natural musicinas,
flne performars on the violin, guitor andharp. Tley were wenderful dancers, nng made
pome nttempts at amateur theatricsl entertalnmentr.  AlwAys something wis foing on
of a cheerful natura. In other words thkey triel to ot the pleasure out of 1life
as theay went Rlong. Toy had no uso for long Tacer or sour mugs. Thoey €1c not
brlieve that men and women werae yul into m most pleasant world for an everlasting
grinds And these custdoms, these ideas, have, in the maln, survived. Upyer California
is today the most pleasure-loving sestion of all thke werld, whera people 1live more
in mecoré with what seoms to me the natural laws. And again, 1 hope that these
customs will not Le chanfed, éxcept Lo Lo enlarged.

1f we have acoulred from the Hispano~Amerlienn something of our goodfellowship,
unknown elsewhere; if we Lave learned from him the trick of letting more sunshine
into the dark corners of everyday 1life, he kne Indeed made nn improssion, has rlayed
a rFighly useful rart, in o proeat anc!nl constructive scheme, more advanced than any
other on the earth.
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